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Proceedings. 
TREMONT TEMPLE, BOSTON, Mass., 

February 21, 1898. 
The Sixteenth Ann Encampment of the Massachusetts Divi 
sion, Sons of Veterans » A.. was opened in due form at 3  o’clock 
p.m., Mond: February 21, 1898, in Chipman Hall, Tremont Temple 
Boston, Division Commander O1 re 1. Cook of Melrose presiding. 
Previous to the formal opening, ‘ze delegation of Sons accepted 
the courtesy of the Commandant at Charlestown Navy Yard and in- 
spected the government works there. ‘ 
The roll of officers of the Division was called by Adjutant George 
N. ILow 
Past 


s Chaplain. 

The following v ved by the convention ;— 
Commander William W. Lapoint of the Vermont Div: 
Past Commander Cowley of the New Hampshire D 
Commander ivisi 


Arthur M. Soule of the Maine Div 
After the customary Salute to the Flag. Division Commander _ 
Cook announced the following committees :— 
Credential 
Adjut: 


nt G. N. Toward, 

C.W. Prescott of Concord, 
aptain A. 1. Wiley of Waketield, 
Captain IL. E. Morse of Malden, 
Captain Guy P. Allen of Whitman. 
Ritual :— 


CaptainCharles D. Rooney of Winchester 
Captain W. E. Jennings of New Bedford. 
Captain Edwin R. Olin of Roxbury, 

Past Captain B. A. Stewart of Pittsticld, 
Past Captain A. A. Upton of Orange, 

Resolutions :— i 
Past Colonel N. C. Upham of Fitehbur 
Past Captain N. W. Eaton of Woburn, 
Captain William Tolman of Shelburne Falls 
Past Captain IL. M. Ilendee of Palmer, 
Past Captain J. 1. Cavin of Gloucester. 


ast Captain C. J 
ast Captain J. F. 


Past Captain E. M. Brown of dner, 
Past Captain LS, Dawes of Hudson. 
Upon motion by Inspector F. E. Warner, it was voted tat the 
roll call by camps at this time be dispensed with. 
Commander-in-Chief Charles K. rling and Adjutant General 
Fred iB Bolton were escorted to seats on the platform, amid the cheers 
of the de 
Division Commander, Orange H. Cook, then read his annual re- 
port which was as follows :— 


REPORT OF THE DIVISION COMMANDER. 


Brothers—One year ago, at the Fifteenth Annual Encampment of 
the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, held in the city of 
Worcester, I received the honor of a unanimous election to the 
highest position within your power to bestow. 

And to-day, as I am soon to be relieved of the duties of that 
office, I herewith submit a report of my stewardship. 

My services as a member of the Division Couneil for two y 
and one year as a Mustering Officer, and as Junior Vice Commander, 
I found were of very little value to me when I came to command 
the Division, as the duties of those positions give very little insight 
to the needs of the Division. I found the duties and responsibilities 
so great that it is with a grateful heart to-day that I return the 
trust to you. 

If the year has been in a measure successful, you have the 
brothers of the entire Division to thank for it, for I feel that I had 
the hearty support and co-operation of every brother of this Diyi- 
sion in my work of trying to build up our noble Order. 

The Past Colonels in particular have been ever ready with their 
counsel and advice. To these brothers I return my heartiest thanks, 
and trust that they will continue to use their influence for the 
upbuilding of our Division. 

The reception that has been accorded me at all times has been 
something that will be long remembered, and in years to come I 
shall look back with pleasure to the many pleasant hours passed in 
company with various Camps of this and other Divisions. 

Little did I comprehend the hours of labor and responsibility 
necessary to properly carry out the work at Division Headquarters. 
Our correspondence is such that to give it the proper consideration 
it will take more than six hours a day. As my business was such 
that I was unable to give much time in the day, it was of a neces- 
sity done evenings, and since the 26th day of February, 1897, I have 
had but four evenings to myself and family. It has been our aim 
{o answer all correspondence the day it was received, and all orde:s 
for supplies were sent out with the same promptnes except in & 
few cases where we were out of supplies ordered. 

Headquarters were established in Newhall’s Block, corner of Main 
and Upham streets, Melrose, as soon as Division property was re- 
ceived from Pittsfield. 

Among other property of the Division, I found eight boxes of old 
Camp books, ete., which, te my knowledge, it had been voted by 
the Division Council six different times for the Commander to de- 
stroy. At the second meeting of the Council this year I asked and 
was given permission to look through those eight boxes. I have 


rs, 


im 


done so and have reduced the eight to one, saving the descriptive 
and minute books of all Camps, and any other beoks or papers that 
might be of value. The effect will be quite a saving in cartage and 
freight for some years. 

FINANCE. 


While the cash balance on hand is not as large as we might wish, 
still we feel that the business at headquarters has been carried on 
economically as well as with promptness and despatch, and that 
when you consider that at the National Encampment, September 
9, 10 and 11 last, we had a candidate for the position of Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and that the Division paid out as expenses for 
its delegates the sum of $579.36, which is about $250 more than is 
paid out ordinarily, we feel that we have done the best we could. 

I received from Past Colonel Sisson $810.62, with Lills to the 
amount of $141.21, some of which were not approved until the day 
of encampment, so that it was not the fault of Brother S on that 
the bills were not paid before. I refer you to the report of the 
Division Quartermaster for further statement of the finanees of the 
Division. 

The social demands upon the Commander are very great, but I 
have tried to meet them all, wherever in my j.dgment it would be 
of benefit to the order. In doing this I have traveled more than 
3,000 miles, attending camp-fires, anniversaries, ete. 


ELECTIVE OFFICERS. 


Throughout the year there have been the most harmonious rela- 
tions between the brothers who filled the e!ec.ive offices of the 
Division. Senior Viee Commander Leonard ¢. Coueh and Junior 
Vice Commander Charlies IE. Bennett have always been ready at a 


moment's notice to do any duty assigned them, and I have profited 
by their advice many times. 

Members of the Division Council, Brothers H. D. Sirson, BE. 1. 
Lounsbury and J. H. FPayerw 
sistance, and have been wise counsellors, ever ready to do any- 
thing to advance the interests of our Order. 

‘Yo these brothers lL return my sincere thanks. 


eather, have a!so rendered valued as- 


APPOINTIVE OFFICERS. 


The Division, as well as myself, was extremely fortunate in hay- 
ing for its Adjutant a.brother who could bring that ability to the 
position which is so much needed to properly carry on the work at 
Division Headquarters. Such a brother was G. N, Howard, and 
to him are we especially indebted for that promptness and faithful- 
ness with which he has discharged the duties incumbent upon him. 


Oo 


Always at his post and with an interest in his work that is second 
to none, ever ready with his tongue to speak words of encourage- 
ment and good cheer, he has done much to the upbuilding of our 
Division, and the year just closing, with the pleasant hours I have 
passed with him, will be long remembered. 

Quartermaster F. W. Stantial has proved a very painstaking and 
zealous officer and has been prempt and thorough in the discharge 
ot his duties. His reports and requisitions evince a thorough 
knowledge of his duties and demonstrate the wisdom of my ap- 
posintment of him to that responsible position. 

In his work he has been ably assisted by the Quartermaster Ser- 
geant, John W. Baxter, who was ever ready to render that assistance 
that his experience as quartermaster of one of the best Camps in 
in the Division for many years had given him. 

To the Chaplain, Rey. T. E. Chappelle, Inspector Fred. I. Warner, 
Surgeon W. T. Tisdale, Mustering Oflicer T. S. Bell and Judge 
Advocate Frank A. Richards, the hearty co-operation of whom | 
have enjoyed, no words of mine can express my appreciation for the 
manner in which they have performed the duties of their positions. 

I desire at this time to thank these brothers for the assistance 
they have given me during the year, and to wish them all that is 
good in the future, 


G. A. R. and W. R. C. 


Our relations with the Grand Army of the Republic and Woman's 
Relief Corps have been most pleasant during the year. The de- 
partment officers of both organizations have ever been ready to 
speak a good word for us, and their advice has been of great as- 
sistance many times. I trust that we may ever merit their good 
will, and show to the old comrades by our actions that we appre- 
ciate what they have done for us for the heritage which they gave 
us of a free country, with one flag and a government of the peop.e, 
for the people and by the people. 

May the time he far distant when the last comrade has to answer 
the last roll call. 

Commander Deane has spoken many times of the gocd work we 
are doing, and has urged Posts to give the Camps all the support 
they could. At the last Department Encampment, Commander 
Deane, in. speaking of the Sons of Veterans, said:— 

“In my official visits during the year I have had the pleasure of 
meeting both the national and state officers of the Sons of Veterans 
organization, Commander-in-Chief Charles K. Darling and Division 
Commander Col. Orange S. Cook. I am pleased to testify to ther 
courtesy to myself and to my associate officers, and to their earnest 
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devotion to the principles of the organization they have the honor 
to represent. 

“The Sons of Veterans are proving themselves to be of great as- 
sistance to many of our Posts on Memorial day, and also on various 
other occasions. The Massachusetts division furnished the dor- 
mitory in Sargent Hall at the Soldi Home at an expense of 
nearly $809, and is now caring for it. Let us commend and en- 
courage them. 

“Into their hands, comrades, we must eventually surrender all 
the things that to-day we hold dear: The sword that we drew when 
Sumter was fired upon, and which we refused to sheathe until it 
could be sheathed with honor; ithe musket that we shouldered when 
traitors threatened the existence of our Union, and upon whose 
bayonet we impaled treason; the canteen that we hurriedly hung 
red the field of strife, and that so 
often went to our parched lips when the air was murky with the 
sulphurous smoke of battle; the graves of our fallen comrades and 
shipmates, known or unknown, beside which we reverently gather 
in the springtime and tenderly strew with choicest flowers, to com- 
memorate the heroic devotion of the Union soldier and sailor, on 
land and on sea, in the defense of liberty, equal rights and na- 
tional unity; and lastly, comrades, the flag of our country, the flag 
under whose folds we have marched in war and in peace, winning 
for ourselves and for humanity glorious victories all along the line. 
We are confident that they will heroically defend and protect the 
flag we so gallantly preserved. 

“My official dutics during the year have allowed me to take sote 
of the aims, objects and methods of the Daughters of Veterans’ 
organization. I can heartily commend them to the favorable con- 
sideration of all my comrades. They are earnestly devoted to all 
those things that we revere and desire to perpetuate. I believe 
they are destined to become one of the largest and most powerful 
woman’s organizations in our nation.” 


across our shoulders as we e1 


LADIES’ AID SOCIETY. 


Yhe Ladies Aid Society has this year accomplished much for our 
henefit. They haye, as you will see by the report of the Dormitory 
Commission, done a great deal for our Dormitory at the Soldiers’ 
Home. They have spent upwards of one hundred dollars for tur- 
nishings for the same, and this is Lut a heginning of wha. they 
will do if we but give them a chance, 

It has been my experience that where you find a live Ladies’ Aid 
Society which is doing practical work, you will find a successful 
Camp. Would that every Camp in the Division had a Ladies’ Aid 
Society. 
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EARLY HISTORY OF THE ORDER. 

Your committee on early history of the Order will make a par- 
tial report, not Leing able to make a complete report that would he 
satisfactory to themselves or the Encampment, and i would recom- 
mend (No. 1) that the same committce be given until cur next an- 
nual Encampment to complete their work, and that the balance of 
money appropriated at the Fifteenth Annual Encampment be placed 
at the disposal of the committee. 


REGISTER OF MEMBERS. 


It was recommended by my predecessor, Past Colonel Sisson, that 
the matter of revising the Register of Members be referred to the 
incoming Commander and the Division Council, to devise and adont 
some system that would prove adequate to the demands of the 
Division for permanent record. After giving the matter a great 
deal of careful consideration, we were of the opinion that until per- 
manent headquarters are established, it would be a useless expendi- 
ture of time and money; and again, it would necessitate the calling 
in of all Descriptive Books from Camps, and would cost somewhere 
from $250 to $300. No money being appropriated for this purpose, 
we did not feel jur ified in doing the work at this time. 


RITUAL. 


Recommendation No. 7 of Past Colonel Sisson was to the effect 
that our delegates to the National Encampment be instructed to 
use their utmost endeavors to have the Ritual revised and made 
so that Camps can at their discretion admit a recruit to full mem- 
bership at one meeting, was carried into effect at the Encamp- 
ment by the Commander-in-Chief, so that now Camps can admit 
recruits to full membership by what is called the optional form of 
muster, This, in my judgment, is a long step in the right direction, 


SOLDIERS’ HOME DORMITORY. 


While all Camps contributed to the fund to purchase the Dormi- 
tory, very few have done anything in regard to making the room 
pleasant and homelike, and I would suggest that Camps send pic- 
tures, etc., to hang upon the walls of the room. Let us make this 
the most pleasant room in the Home, so that the old comrades of 
our fathers may feel that wo anpreciate what they have done for 
that cur Order is just What it purports to be. 

Believing that in the near future we can and will need to do more 
in this line of work I would recommend (No. 2) that the sum of 
one hundred dollars ($100) be appropriated and turned over to 
the Dormitory Commission, to be deposited with what they already 
have. 


us, 
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Recommendation (No. 3) that the usual appropriation of $100 be 
made for clerical services to the Division Commander. 

Recommendation (No. 4) that $25 be appropriated and paid to the 
Quartermaster General of the Grand Army of the Republic for the 
Southern Flag fund. 


RECRUITING. 


Believing that all brothers want to see our Order grow and in- 
crease in numbers, and thinking that there should be some incen- 
tive to action in this line besides the fact that your individual 
Camp is growing, I would recommend (No. 5) that the sum of $25 
be appropriated for a silk altar flag, to be given to the Camp mak- 
ing the largest per cent. gain during the year of 1898. 

Believing that the time has come when the Massachusetts Divi- 
sion can and should entertain the national body, and knowing from 
personal conyersation with brothers from all over the T’nion that 
they would be pleased to come to Massachusetts, I would recom- 
mend (No. 6) that our delegates to the next National Encampment 
use all honorable means to bring the National Encampment of 1899 
to the city uf Boston. The brothers in the West want to see our 
Concord, our Lexington, Bunker Hill, our old North Church and 
Faneuil Hall. They want to see all the old historic places that 
abound about us, and I can assure you, my brothers, that if they 
do come to the Old Bay State, the brothers of this Division wil) 
show them what Massachusetts hospitality is. We can give them 
the pest time they ever had at an Encampment. Now, brothers. 
shall we have them here in 1899? 

In drawing this report to a close, I again desire to express my 
sincere thanks to all brothers of this Division for the assistance 
they have given me at all times. 

My every effort has been to do my duty honestly and fearlessly. 
If I have made mistakes, they have been of the head, and not of 
the. heart. i 

In conclusion, permit me to express the hope that in this Encamp- 
ment, in the exchange of thought and out of the experience of the 
past, we may be able to draw lessons that will inspire us to 
crander work in the future. May we be better citizens for having 
Lelonged to an Order like curs. 

May God bless our Order and grant that it may in the future 
hecome what the Grand Army of the Republic is to-day, an order 
that stands for one country and flag, the flag our fathers fought for. 

Fraternally yours, 


0. H. COOK, 
Livision Commanders 
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TAUNTON, Mass., February 12, 1898. 
GECRGF N. HOWARD, ADJUTANT, MASSACHUSETTS DIVI 

SION, SONS OF VETERANS, U.S. A. 

Sir and Brother—The Senior Vice Commander shall assist the 
Division Commander in the performance of his duties.” 

Recognizing fuily the manifold requirements of my office as laid 
down in-above extract from the C. R. and R., and sincerely desiring 
to merit the approval ef those who so highly honored me at the 
last Encampment, IT have promptly obeyed ail orders of our Com- 

.M™mander and of my own volition have visited many Camps when 
in special or ordinary session and taken such other action as 
seemed advisable and for the good of the Order. 

It was also my privilege to represent this Division at the En- 
campment of the Connecticut Division held in New Haven on the 
eleventh insi.; the courtesy shown your representative at that 
encampment assures me that this Division is closely bound ito then 
by the ties of broticrhood, frierdship and mutual respect; it will 
be pleasing to welcome their representatives at this encampment. 

My experience the past year assures me that the future of our 
order is weli assured aud that only the most supreme neglect of 
our opportunities cam prevent our attaining a ‘high position in the 
hearts and esteem of all those who reverence loyalty and good 
citizenship. Let each brother so conduct himself that we may be 
able to convince all of the excellence of our motives and so be able 
to induce all sons of our fathers’ comrades to join our ranks, 

The fraternal welcome which I have always received has heen 
much apprecisied and in this my last official communication of the 
year I desire to extend to the Commander and yourself my hearty 
thanks for the consideration which T have always received at your 
hands. 


Fraternally submitted. 
L. C. COUCH 
con Commander, 


r Vice Divi 


et 


REPORT OF THE JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER. 


HUDSON, February 1, 1898. 
TO GEORGE N. HOWARD, ADJUTANT, MASSACHUSETTS 

DIVISION, SONS OF VETERANS. 

Dear Sir and Brother—In accordance with the general custom 
end the rules and regulations of the Order, I have the honor to 
submit my report as Junior Vice Commander for the term ending 
February 22, i89s. 

In assuming the duties of this position I realized that it was my 
duty to assist my superior officers in maintaining the dignity and 
authority of their position, and to do all in my power to build up 
the Order, 

All duties assigned to me, I have endeavored to perform in an 
upright and conscientious manner, and to represent the Division 
at all times in a manner to win the respect and esteem of all for 
our Order. 

Soon after the last Convention held at Worcester, I learned that 
aCamp could be formed at Concord if steps were taken so to do. 

After making two cr three trips to the town, and working in 
conjunction with a Committee from Post No. 180 wwe were able to 
send in a charter list containing 38 names for a new Camo. 

I have attended many entertainments, camp-fires and installations 
of Posts, W. R. C. and Camps, and will at this time thank all for 
the many courtesies and the hospitality shown me. 

And in closing this report I wish to extend to Commander Cook 
and to you as Adjutant of the Division my sincere thanks for the 
prompt attention and kindly consideration in our official transae- 
tions during ithe past year, 

Wishing for the continued success and prosperity of our Division 
and Order I have the honor to remain, 

Very respectfully in F., C. and L., 
CHARLES E. BENNETT, 
Junior Vice Commander. 


ADJUTANT'’S REPORT. 


MELROSE, February 21, 1898. 
ORANGE H. COOK, COMMANDER MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION, 
SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A., 
Dear Sir and Brother—I have the honor to submit to you a report 
of the doings of the Division Adjutant’s Department for the year 


just ending, together with ascertained data and tabulated facts and 
figures. 


The reports of the several Division Officers are transmitted here- 
with. 


December 31, 186, the Division numbered 136 Camps, 4,132 mem- 
bers. 


The following is a summary report of the Division for each quar 
ter: 

First quarter ending March 31, 1897, camps 136, members 4,127. 

Second quarier ending June 30, 1897, camps 135, members 4,378. 
Third quarter ending September 30, 1897, camps 135, members 
4,248. 

Fourth quarter ending December 31, 1897, camps 132, members 
4,259. 

Thus il appears that with less camps in good standing now than 
we had Dec. 31, 1896, we have made a net gain in membership of 
127. Too small, but indicativ 

That you may know where are the Division's points of strength 
ond weakness, I will consolidate the reports of the four quarters of 
1897. 


Camps. Members. 
Number in good standing by adjutant’s consoli- 


dated report Dec, 31, 1896........0.seeessees 136 4132 
GAINS. 
UB STOOD ase slscyncevery sass svseontvasovs, aeevasbas x aaiduiie oniar'oce a8 4 778 
Vag e VENUES Reale oes gah ac akc sles cceygereta cassia cians saabeesiaacds OSS 53 
By ‘Heinstatemonts:. cayenne sesies ua.0es os oe 15 woes i 378 
PAPE MORALES Tocass ate apscansc-se pe <n suswibie aed ssgsesietinels Beate 141 5340 
LOSSES, 
By disbandment......... Silas aa slaneHest, Meese aR aKe er BL Bee 6 
BY Gat esas Fa ens ahsaia swancreosre sre ciasaieis od MEO SAS 18 
By honorable discharge............000 cee owe eens 103 
By transfer.... 65 
By suspension 3 895 


PHeSeNt PLAMAIDE, neice nsaieiescrsavow sineoie mensions 132 4259 
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It is very evident from the foregoing that the Division is strong 
est in the recruiting column, that the tide of losses has been 
stayed and our future growth well assured. 

Our present condition is healthy and vigorous. 

While Camps 5, 9, 108 and 130 have made the largest gains 
numerically, most of the Camps are at work and the present out- 
iook argues well for the fuiure of our Order. 

The burdens of the Division Adjutant are frequently very heavy, 
but there is, after all, a real pleasure in bearing them, and a satis- 
faction in the knowledge acquired and the acquaintances formed. 

However, burdens needlessly and many times heedlessly imposed 
upon this Department have no compensation whatever. 

Quarterly reporis should be sent in promptly and be properly 
made out. 

The frequent delay by some Camps in forwarding their reports, 
and the number of mistakes made in filling them out, and the 
failure to remit the exact amount due for the per capita tax, is de- 
plorable and highly censurable, 

The First and Quartermaster Sergeants should be clerically and 
officially the best men in the Camp. Correct, exact, business-like 
men. 

Captains should not appoint to these responsible positions for 
friendship's sake, but with regard to real fitness. If a Camp has 
not the right kind of men to carry on the Camp’s business, go out 
and make them. 


DISBANDMENT OF CAMPS. 
The following Camps have surrendered their charters during the 
year: 
Camps Nos. 32, 110, 122 and 137; and Camps 3, 61 and 48 since 
tle December report was received have surrendered their charters. 


MUSTER OF CAMPS. 


The following Camps have been mustered during the year 1897 
and up to date: 

No. 117, North Easton, Commander G. F. F, Wilde. 

No. 135, Concord, Colonel George L. Prescott. 

No. 141, Nantucket, Anthony Smalley. 

RECORDS, BOOKS, ETC. 

1 am to be held responsible only for the keeping of the records 
correctly for the term of my oflice. 

Our register of members is sadly in need of revision. 

And in the near future, I am sure, the Division will be made to 
feet that the long delayed steps should be taken to correct ana 
revise our membership. 


TY 
DOCUMENTS ISSUED. 


There have been issued 6 Division Orders, 41 Special Orders, 77 
Dispensations. Letters have been sent throughout the Division like 
hoar frost. Visitations have been made when and where requested. 
Our Order is being more and more respected throughout our Com- 
monwealth. 

In closing my report, permit me, my dear Colonel, to thank you 
for the unstinted kindness and constant courtesy which you have 
shown to me during the year. 

I also thank you for the honor which you have conferred on ine in 
selecting me as your Adjutant. 

The clerical duties of the Department have .been only a pastime, 
the official visitations a pleasure. 

Through you I wish to thank the members of your staff, and all 
the members throughout the Division, for the sympathy and help 
which marks the ycar now ending, as a “red-letter year in my life. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
GEO. N. HOWARD, Division Adjutant. 


REPORT OF DIVISION QUARTERMASTER, 
ORANGE H. COOK, COMMANDER MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION 

SONS OF VETERANS, U.S. A. 

Dear Sir and Brother—I have the honor to submit a report of the 
financial transactions of the Quartermaster’s Department for the 
year ending February 15th, 1898. 

I received from Past Colonel H. D. Sisson, including $38.44 
Dormitory Fund 
Cash, total amount received. 


$810 62 
3,999 10 
$4,101 32 
3,450 05 


SG51 72 


, 
Total 
Cash, total amount paid 


Supplies on hand, cost figures.........ceee eee e reenter ees 183 50 

DN SL GN ORT GU Yise wes a rsraaresnesirorarsisiniraceys: siarscenoyaye apsteinie/ain.ers aon 225 00 
The receipts have been as follows: 

Cash received from Past Colonel Sisson.......+.++e+seee- $810 62 

Cash received for per capita tax 2,631 50 


Cash received for supplieS..........0.. cece ee eeeneee nt 625 20- 


Cash received for charter fees 30 50 

Miscellaneous 3 50 

ip $4,101 32 
Expenditures: 

Paid for per capita tax $691 64 


Paid for supplies....... 


AIMEE OL CHETLENS aca dow ica: aneuvesis ana aca wibevianss a Meswiass aN Gls SEE ERIE 6 50 
Expenses Division Commander to National Encampment. 69 36 
Expenses Delegates to National Encampment 537 50 
Expenses Division Council meetings. 26 85 
Expenses Inspector's Department 20 63 
Expenses Surgeon's Depariment.. 4 88 
mxpenses inspecting headquarter 9 88 


Traveling expenses Commander and Staff............... 249 29 
A, J. Burbank, Quartermaster-General, G. A. R., for An- 


dersonville Flag Fund 25 00 
POOLS matciacaly SAR RR%, alk digs spx¥o>niavane, 180 77 
Salaries and clerical services. . 300 00 
Postage, express. and telegrams 200 85 
On account Fifteenth Annual Encampment.. 141 21 
Dormitory Commission............ 188 44 
Massachusetts Department, W. R. C.. 25 00 
Estimated expenses of the Encampment 100 00 
Office expenses 167 79 
Estimated Expenses of this Encampment... 100 00 


$3,450 05 


Supplies: 
Amount received for supplies.... $625 20 


Supplies on hand, cost figures. . 138 50 


Total 


Supplies received from Past Colonel Sisson, cost 


FISUPER oes ereeeee . $123 50 
Amount to R. Locbensteiz 555 O01 

678 Bt 

Net profit ... $30 19 

Numter of ordevs sont to 23 

Number requisitions filled 278 


Camp packets filled ... an pedics leans eo 3 
Amount received for Dormitory accounts....cyegeesseeee $38 44 


Amount: HalG DorimMlbOry ose one cime ecreiameace evans ses ovenaiend ene ea seee 188 44 


That much credit is due the Commander for a careful and eco- 
nomical administration and setting a pace for his successors that 
will, if kept up, sson place the Division in an enviable position 
financiall can readily be seen by the members of the Massachu- 
setts Division. 

In conclusion, Commander, | wish to thank you and all brothers 
with whom I have had dealings for the kindness, the sympathy and 
the help that has been extended to me and which has made the 
. Work in this department a pleasure. 

I submit this report to you and the delegates at this convention 
and hope it will meet with your approval. 

Respectfully in F., C. and L., 
F. W. STANTIAL, Division Quartermaster. 


REPORT OF DIVISION CHAPLAIN. 
IIOLYOKE, Mass., January 31, 1898. 


GEORGE N. HOWARD, ok MASSACHUSETTS DIVI- 
SION, SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. 


Dear Sir and Brother—I have the honor and pleasure of sub- 
mitting the following report for the year ending February 22, 1898: 

The facts set forth in this report give me great personal pleasure, 
and I am sure will be gratifying reading to the members of this 
Division. My two predecessors each reported a decrease in mem- 
bership. This decrease in the ranks of the Division for a series of 
years caused great apprehension in the minds of many of our Order 
in Massachusetts. It was feared that the decrease might continue 
indefinitely. But our fears were not well grounded. Plainly our 
Division has passed the low ebb and is on the increase again. While 
we cannot make as large a showing this year as was made in 1896, 
there is a distinct increase over 1897, as may be seen by comparing 
the subjoined consolidated report of this office, with the report of 
last year. 

With inerease in membership has come 1 mere faithful ebsery- 
ance of Union Defenders day, and cf Memorial! de This fact in- 
dicates not only a growing respe-t far these Cavs, but also that 
rapid and steady recruiving increases the life and enthusiasm of the 
camps. As a rule, the Camp that is not in frequént need of appli- 
cation blanks is dead or fast dying. If one wishes to ascertain 
whether a camp observes the festivals of patriotism and is prompt 
and careful in its,reports one need only inquire, in most instances, 
is the camp a@live in recruiting, or is it nob? This tells the whole 
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story. There are exceptions, but they only prove the rule. Live 
things grow. 

The following camps deserve special mention for unusual fidelity 
to Memorial Day, or Memorial Sunday services, or to both: Camp 
128, A. W. Hosmer, Captain; Camp 80, Clarence E. Stickney, Cap- 
tain; Camp 24, Chas. E. Lane, Captain. 

As will be seen from the subsequent report, most of the camps in 
the division appreciate the importance of making prompt and faith- 
ful report to this office. A very few camps were negligent in this 
matter and had to be reprimanded, but only three camps failed en- 
tirely. The first report to be received at itthis office was that of 
Camp 81 of Ware, received by special delivery at 12.30, Memorial 
Day. The next to come to hand was the report of Gamp 60, Hol- 
yoke, handed me at 4.40 P. M., Memorial Day. On the morning of 
the following day reports were received as follows: 25, 73, 104, 68, 
5, 35, 6, 117, 135, 538, 11, 130, 56, 80, 72, 90, 62, 139, 140, 94, 115, 
118, 109, 99, 105, 108, 87, 83, 15, 98, 145, 96, 30, 36, 112, 124. During 
the afternoon reports were received as follows: 131, 48, 21, 134, 100, 
7, 118, 126, 76, 28, 133, 128, 59, 54, 39, 65, 70. 

Some of the questions in the Memorial Day blank are not very 
clearly understood by many of the chaplains and captains. This 
fact has come to the attention of this office in many ways, some- 
times through the way the questions have been answered, some- 
times through letters of inquiry or other correspondence. Misun- 
derstandings are most frequent with reference to the meaning of 
“Armed” in the question: How many brothers were armed and in 
line on Memorial Day? Also with reference to the meaning of “uni- 
formed” used in a similar connection. Again, where two camps join 
in Memorial Day observances at the home of one in the morning 
and at the home of the other in the afternoon, each camp counts 
both members and visitors in its local report. Plainly this is not 
allowable. Would it not be well to define the words “armed” and 
“uniformed” in division orders to Chaplains, and to speak of this 
prevalent practice of double counting, which works injustice to the 
other camps? It may not be out of order to suggest one other item 
that I believe should be included in Memorial Day reports, ithe 
item of ‘eligible’ sons. This item in our annual statistics would 
serve our order in two important ways: First, it would show 
approximately, al least, the number of possible recruits for. the 
immediate future; second, a canvass of the eligibles would stimu- 
late camps to more active recruiting and would bring the order to 
the attention of “eligibles” periodically at the best recruiting season. 

The following report for Memorial Day was forwarded through 
Division Headquarters to the Chaplain in Chief: 
Number of camps reporting 


Number of camps not reporting...................0. 
Percentage of camps reporting........... 
Number of Brothers belonging to camps./.. 
Number of Brothers in line Memorial Day.... 
Number of Brothers armed and in line Memorial Day. 
Number of brothers uniformed in line Memorial Day. 
Number of firing squads furnished 
Number of addresses by members of Sons of Veterar 
Number of Brothers attending Memorial Sunday services. 
Number of Camps observing Union Defenders’ Day 
Number of deaths in division in last 12 months..... 
Number of funerals attended by camps in a bod) 
Number of funerals attended by camps in a body, 
Number of burial services conducted by camp, G. Ay Reuss 
Number of burial services conducted by mip, S. Of Vesceas 
Number of camps using Memorial Serv 
Number of camps using Memorial Services 
With many thanks for sympathy and co-cperation this report i 
respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 


T. BE. CHAPPELL, Chaplain. 


MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION, SONS OF VETERANS, U.S. A. 
HEADQUARTERS. 
OFFICE OF TILTON S. BELL, MUSTERING OFFICER. 
BOSTON, February 9, 1898. 
GEORGE N. HOWARD, ADJUTANT, MASSACHUSETTS DIVI- 
SION, SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Dear Sir and Brother—I have ithe honor to submit to you my 
report as Mustering Officer for the year ending February 22, 1898. 
The following Camps were mustered during the year: 
March 11, G. F. F. Wild Camp No. 117, North Easton, 19 charter 
members; mustered by Mustering Officer Tilton S. Bell. 
April 3, Col. George L. Prescott Camp No. 135, Coneord, 38 char- 
ter members; mustered by Mustering Officer Tilton S. Bell. 
April 22, Anthony Smaliey Camp No. 141, Nantucket, 20 charter 
members; mustered by S. V. D. C. Leonard ©. Couch 5 
It would have been a great pleasure to have the result equal tha! 
»f last year, but that the Division has made a gain and has in the 
above mentioned Camps strong material for future work, is some- 
thing to feel grateful for. In some places the foundation of Camps 
is now being actively carried on, and before long some new charters 
will Ve apptied for, 
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Whenever a Camp has been mustered during the past yenr, ithe 
services have been largely attended by comrades of the G. A. R., thus 
showing their growing attachment for us. 

It has been a great pleasure to have some of the brothers so 
nobly assist me in the discharge of my duties, and to them espe- 
cially I extend my sincere appreciation and gratitude. I earnestly 
hope my successor may have the same loyal support. 

As it is custom, I believe, to look after the future financial posi- 
tion of the office of Mustering Officer, 1 hereby recommend the sum 
of fifty ($50) dollars to be appropriated for his use, if necessary. 


BOSTON, February 7, 1898. 
GEORGE N. HOWARD, ADJUTANT, MASSACHUSETTS DIVI- 
SION, SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A. 


Dear Sir and Brother—I have the honor to submit my report as 
Division Surgeon for the term ending February 21, 1898. 

All but four Camps have responded to the call for reports, and 
one Camp that sent an incorrect report has not replied with the 
necessary corrections, leaving compiete reports from 130 Camps. 
‘The Camps not responding are: Camp 389, Winchendon, Camp 48, 
Northampton, Camp 51, Boston, Camp 120, Becket, while Camp 83, 
Barre, has not reported corrections. I very much regret that the 
negligence and carelessness of the officers of these five Camps pre- 
yent my making a full and complete report to the Surgeon General, 
especially as all possible chance was offered them to forward said 
reports. 

Of the 130 reports received, 55 per cent. were incorrect and were 
returned for correction; 12 per cent. of the Camps reporting did® 
not do so within the specified time, which caused much unneces- 
sary correspondence. These figures show some improvement over 
those of last year, but it should be remembered that the time this 
year was extended fifteen days, on account of the delay of blanks 
in reaching headquarters, which would somewhat offset this gain 
in per cent. 

It is the opinion of your Surgeon that a much stricter discipline 
should be legislated and enforced in regard to Camp officers whose 
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duty it is to fill out and forward these reports to the respective 
headquarters, and who fail to perform this duty correctly and within 
the specified time. 
The following table presents the consolidated returns of this de- 
partment: 
Number of members mustered (including charter 
WSMVSES) cwectese aie. $55 Swale soils 


1. No. members in good standing 
2. No. of members mustered since last repo 
3. No. in State Militia 
4. No. in United States Army 1 
5. No. in United States Navy 1 
6) ING 08 GAs Rite WRB serosa svanseens orm avncasacevdnesers 83 
7. Total No. of drilled men..................000008 1,169 
8. No. of members able to bear arms..........-..05 4,035 
9. No. of members over 45 years of age...........05 205 
10. Age of oldest member............. s &3 
11. Average age of all member: » 284-5 
12. No. of widowers 59 
13. No. of married members. 2,102 
14. No. of unmarried members 2,048 
15. No. of deaths within one year.,.. 20 
16. No. of cases of sickness during year............ 195 
17. No. of injuries during year...............0see0e 50 
18. Total No. weeks disability— 

TEM OUAY AGI GSE. osts Casseteaas dupe ecrhdednteeie Reissue diemmage 718 

HROMVARIULY wsxssae asad ees ieee es UE eeeR 147 
19. No, Camps paying funeral benefits.............. 15 

AVEPAZS AMOUNE) « oj0).isa\s Keleiaie sence ene? sens 
2). No. Camps paying sick benefits 

Average amount ........ 5 
21. No. of Camps engaging in regular drill.... 26 
22. No. members foreign born 39 
2B. NOs Of ClerEyMEN: iia wematws vec soaictonenn a 13 
dsr UNO! J OF SDAYSICIATIS, sip ecsisne every wre-arnaivic cee uldaoaroreeante 33 
BO NG. (08 USWISES «coer auniais sharews Poms ok seveemane 11 
26. No. of attorneys 37 
27. No. of teachers. 15 
28. No. of students. 7 
25. No. of artists and draughtsmen 19 
305), NOs Of MUSICIANS ..<<raysts sis ays aarireseus sormassto, a Heres 66 
ddl: GNOs FOR Men cham bs’. ah ss. goneceleye Suisse ai siecasnis Se ogre 239 
32. No. of salesmen...... 8 268 


33. No. of clerks and bookkeepers . 
82, INO) Of electricians. ccc: ox actaiye isinaiiiae Herammaleiod a 41 


35. No. of telegraph operators 24 
Oe INO: OF MCCHAMICK a cawistacsie sie sieeiniereaaaisresersarerre iets 964 
Sse NO: Of SNEIMCETS cisceaniersieie sroraaioientiniecaseinniern phe: 35s.0i9'0Kg 52 
See) NO: OF Rs Ry CONMUGLONS: cu sscncsteiges seas we hee 26 
39s NOs Of PLIMESTSic a scisicis cviacsvercratarsre ae see ane ote ised otros 78 
40. No. of sailors.... 2 13 
41. No. of farmers 270 
42. No. of miners... . : F 1 
43. No, of skilled laborers. occas oi oc cence cs eeas 286 
44. No. of laborers........ 822 
45. Miscellaneous .. So Useiaene digmiaecaee seas 311 
46. No. of Camps in Division 0. coc. cso sade de viene 185 
Aq, No: Gf Camps LreEpOrtiNe-< ences sis se sincere ener 130 


In the performance of my duties as a Staff Officer, I have had at 
all times the assistance of my superiors, especially Division Com- 
mander Cook, and all brothers of the Order, to whom I extend 
most cordial thanks, with the hope that their term of office in 
Camp or Division may prove equally pleasant. 

It has been my earnest endeavor to work with diligence at all 
times for the good and advancement of the Division and the Order 
at large. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
WILLIAM T. TISDALE, 
Division Surgeon. 


REPORT OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE. 
Office of Judge Advocate, 

MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION SONS OF VETERANS, U. 5. A. 

EAST WEYMOUTH, February 1, 1298. 
ALJUTANT GEORGE N. HOWARD, MELROSE, MASS.: 

Dear Sir and Brother—I haye the honor to submit the following 
report for the year 1897: 

Two matters were referred to the Judge Advocate, who rendered 
opinions as follows: 

In the case of one who desired to join our Order, he claimed that 
his grandfather, William Mason, served in the Union army from 
1861 to 1865, but he was unable to produce either enlistment or dis- 
charge papers. He said they had been lost or mislaid, but upon 
investigation at the Adjutant General’s office of the State of Maine, 
it was found that no such name appeared on the current rolls. 
Opirion was rendered that he was not eligible. 

In the case of one who applied for admission to the Order, but 
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was unable to procure the desired information as to his father's dis- 
charge, the following is a true statement received from ihe State 
Lepartment of Wisconsin: 

Albert C. Bartlett enlisted in Company F, 2ist Regiment, State 
Volunteers, on the 28th day cf March, 1864, for the term of three 
years, and was tramsferred to the 3d Regiment, Wisconsin Infantry, 
as ahsent, sick, on the 8th of June, 1865. 


The records show that Albert C. Bartlett, private, Company F, 
21st Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteers, was admitted to the First 


Division Field Hospital, 14th Army Corps, for treaiment. ‘here 
is no further record. 

Signed by Captain and Assistant Surgeon, United States Army. 

Opinion was rendered that he was eligible. 

There were two decisions that were appealed from to the Com- 
mander-in Chief. They were not sustained, however, and the de- 
cision of the Division Commander stood. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
FRANK A. RICHARDS, 
Judge Advocate. 


REPORT FOR DORMITORY COMMISSION. 


COL. ORANGE H. COOK, COMMANDER MASSACHUSETTS 
DIVISION, SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A., MELROSE, MASS. 


Dear Sir--While there is no extended report to be made of the 
doings of the Dormitory Commission for the past year, and while 
there is nothing that the Dormitory is in especial need of at the 
present time, yet we feel that emphasis should be laid on the fact 
that we have this Dormitory on our hands and we have obligations 
connected therewith which should keep us on the alert and con- 
tinually alive to the possible exigencies which may arise in the 
future. At this time donations of a bookcase, good books, framed 
pictures, and sinall decoraticns comprise about all that could in any 
way be termed the needs of the Commission. 

The Dormitory has been well filled during the past year, and 
many an old soldier attests a strong appreciation of the work of 
the Sons of his comrades. 
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Herewith you will find a statement of contributions received 
since February 22, 1897, as well as a financial statement of the 
fund. 
CONTRIBUTIONS. 
July 8, 1897. From Massachusetts Division L. A. 5. 
32 sheets, 
82 pillow slips, 
1 comforter. 
July 9, 1897. From Camp at Salem. 
pair blankets, 
bed quilt, 
sheets, 
pillow slips, 
pillows, 
1 chair, 
1 table. 
October 11, 1897. From Mrs. S. A. Davis and Mrs, N. A. Sibley, 
Worcester L. A. S. 
1 comforter. 
From Massachuse'ts Division L. A. S. 
2 vases, 
6 bathing towels, 
41 linen hand towels. 
November 5, 1897. J‘rom Camp 54, Medford. 
66 bathing towels. 
Yebruary 4, 1898. From Massachusetts Division, L A. 5. 
33 pillow shams. 


rote 


October 28, 187. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
On hand, balance first assessment................05 $36 00 


Balance Flag assessment. Z ia 
} Darling banquet. 
le 5 100 00 


Appropriation Massachusetts Division, S. of V 


Appropriation Massachusetts Division, L. A. 8. - 10 00—$153 44 


Deposit in Chelsea Savings Bank, subject to order 
of the Chairman and Secretary of the Com- =, 
ILI LO TUM ates aero ve lat aieatscishy ase: noe masta a alaliensiese sheer ee $153 44 


We would recommend that the sum of $100 be appropriated and 
transferred to the Dormitory Fund the present year. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
HARRY D. SISSON, Chairman. 
H. &. KBHOUGH, Seeretary. 
FRED H. BOLTON 
Ww -A. STEVENS, 
N. C. UPHAM. 
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Headquarters of 
FHE INSPECTION DEPARTMENT OF 
TH.i MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION, S$ of Vg UL. 8. Als 
SALEM, February 21st, 1898. 


GEORGE N. HOWARD, Adjutant, 
Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. Ass. 
Melrose, Mass. 

Dear Sir and Brother: I have the honor to submit. herewith my 
report as Division Inspector of the Massachusetts Division, con- 
taining the result of the annual inspection of the camps in this divi- 
siou. 

Headquarters of the Inspection Department were established at 
Rooin 5, No. 266 Essex street, Salem, Mass, about the first of August. 

As in previous years, after consulting with the Division Com- 
mander, it was decided to have exemplification meetings through- 
out the Division, and accordingly the Division was divided into 
twenty districts, and an Assistant Inspector and a place of meeting 
appointed for each district, but after the meeting of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, as the time was limited, and as some changes were 
made at that meeting, it was deemed for the best interest of the 
Division not to hold the meetings. 

The Division was then divided into thirty districts for the pur- 
pose of the annual inspection, and the Assistant Inspectors ap- 
ponted. Each Assistant was given four or five camps to inspect, 
instead of two, as in previous years, in order to make the inspec- 
tions as near uniform as possible. 

‘The Assistants were ordered to report to the Division Inspector at 
pointed. Each Assistant was given four or five camps to inspect, 
Inspector Edwin F. Tuttle was the first to report. Of the Assistant 
Inspectors originally appointed, but one declined, and another was 
appointed in his place. * 

As the time drew near for the first inspection, the Division In- 
Spector was caused considerable anxiety by the non-appearance of 
the inspection blanks, and constant communication was kept up 
with the Inspector General and the Quartermaster General in order 
to answer the many inquiries made by the Assistant Inspectors. 
On the 29th of September, at 8.00 o'clock in the evening, the blanks 
arrived, having been received at Division Headquarters and trans- 
mitted by “Cook’s Express” to Salom. From that time until about 
2 o’clock A. M. on September 30th the Division Inspector and 
Assistant Inspector Tobin were busy mailing them to the different 
Assistants for the inspections scheduled for the first of October. 

As in Preceding yeurs, considerable extra work was euused by the 


frequent requests of camps for a different date for inspection: : 

The greater part of these requests were on account of a change in 
the meeting night of the camp, and this trouble is referred to by 
Inspectors Couch an?’ utile. It would seem that some plan might 
be devised by which this could be avoided, and I believe that if the 
Commander of the Division would issue a roster of the camps some 
time in wuly or August that a great deal of this trouble would he 
obviated. Even after changing the dates of one-third of the in- 
spections some of the Assistants found that upon visiting phe 
places where the camps met that the meeting was some other night. 

Not 0 is this department put to extra annoyance, but the cx 
pense is more than it otherwise would be, both to the Division and 
to the camps. 

On account of the limited time between the receipt of the inspec- 
tion blanks and the date of inspections, no special instructions were 
issued by this department for the guidance of the Assistant In- 
spectors, and the need of something of this sort was manifest when 
the reports began to be received. The Division Inspector found 
that many interpretations were made of some of the questions. 
For instance, question No. 7, “Are the officers regular in attend- 
ance?” was marked “Excellent,” for an average attendance of 60 
per cent., and another camp whose average reached 70 per cen‘. 
reccived but “Poor.” 

Question No. 8, “Has the camp gained during the past year?” was 
interpreted many ways, and even this department is in some doubt 
regarding actual meaning of the question, but after consulting the 
Division Commander and Past Inspector Tuttle it was decided to 
mark on the basis of numerical gain. 

These questions were in many cases re-marked by the Division 
Inspector on the following basis: — 7 
Question No. 7. An average of 85 per cent. or more—‘Excellent. 
‘ Between 75 per cent. and 85 per cent.—‘‘Good.”” 

Between 65 per cent. and 75 per cent.—Fair.” 
Less than 65 per cent.—‘Poor.” , 
Question No. 8 A gain of 10 per cent. or more—‘Excellent.’ 
A gain of 5 per cent. or more but less than 
10 per cent.—"Good.” 
Less than 5 per cent. gain or same as '96—‘Fair.” 
Any loss—‘Poor.” 

These markings were made after much deliberation and advice 
from the Division Commander, and is considered to be a fair and 
equitable basis for all camps. While it is probable that some 
camps have actually gained in influence and not numerically, there 
was no other way in which to mark this question in justice to all 
ANE rule but one exception was made, viz.: Camp 43, Berlin.- 
This camp has mustered every eligible Son in their vicinity, and 
it was utterly impossible for them to make any gain. 


RANK OF CAMPS. 
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RESULT OF THE NON-RANKING QUESTIONS. 
21—Total number of members in good standing, 4,273. Average, 
31.4. Average 1896, 30.7. 
22—298 members have been dropped during the year, against 391 
last year. Average 1897, 2.1. 1896, 2.8. 
23—88 special meetings have been held. 115 in 1896. 
24—Total value of all camp property owned by all camps, $48,523. 
Average to each camp, $320.02. 1896, $281.92. 
25—Total amount of all funds over indebtedness, $1,121.39. Ayer- 
. 3 3 P 5 ae ee ; aye, $81.76. Average 1896, $90.53. 
VALUATION AND RELIEF ‘TABLE. 26—The average amount charged for dues, $3.08. 1896, $3.10. 
Sten —S— a a= 27—The average amount charged for muster fee, $2.16. 1896, $2.29. 
Camps having Camps having Relief to Relief to 28—111 brothers have heen relieved during the year and $1,108.62 
De ae valuediat beagles aaa Drone their families has been expended for that purpose. Average, $8.15. 1896, $8.81. 


29—$389.29 has been expended for the relief of Veterans and their 
families. Average to each camp, $2.23. 1896, $3.61. 


o $12316 00 WZ « x 
108 sis ca hee 30—54 camps are equipped as infantry, 6 as cavalry and 2 as artil- 
2 too on 54 lery. 72 not reported as equipped. 
% eas 52 31—1,289 members are reported as armed and equipped. Average 
4 600 90 a a to each camp, 9. Average in 1896, 9 
8 300.00: 87 cr 32—16 camps drilled regularly; 118 did not. 
a eae cert =e 58 33—83 camps have aided the local post; 51 have not. 
br $90 09 25 a 34—19 camps have Ladies Aid Societies: 115 do not. 
3H oan ee 8 35—97 camps are encouraged by the G. A. R.; 37 are not. 
ae nee a 26—98 camps hold social gatherings for financial benefit; 36 do not. 


37__The total cost of this inspection to the camps, $172.28; an aver- 
age of $1.26 to each camp. Average 1896, 99 cents, 

There are 110 first class camps, 20 second class and 4 third class. 
No reports from Camps Nos. 120 and 182, and they are not placed 
in any class. 

Tt will be seen from a comparison with last year that the Division 
as a whole is in much better condition than a year ago. 

There are 64 members more in good standing; 97 less have been 
dropped; the value of the property owned by the camps has in- 
creased $11,691, but the amount of money in the funds has decreased 
$1281. f \ 
Perhaps this decrease is partly due to the fact that the averag> 
dues have Leen lowered from $3.10 to $3.08, and the average muster D 
tees trom $2.29 to $2.16. | : 2 
There have been fewer calls for relief, both from thé mombers 
and the Veterans and their families, 


In the amount of money expended for the relief of the Veteran, 


So 


it is worthy of notice that camp 8 expended more than half the 
amount credited to the whole Division. In the relief to Brothers 
Camp 75 stands at the head, having expended $188. 

The average cost of the inspection has been more than last year, 
but if possible the inspection has been more uniform, as there were 
only thirty assistants this year, instead of sixty in the year previous. 


ASSISTANT INSPECTORS 1897. 


George S. Estes, Special Assistant, Clinton. 

Charles BE, Bennett, Hudson. George C. Lake, Brockton, 
Fred E. Bolton, Boston. E. H. Lynds, Holyoke. 
Charles A. Cushman, Abington. Horace E. Morse, Mapiewood. 
George W. Chapman, Melrose. William H. O’Neil, Salem. 
Leverett D. Cleveland, Baldwin- Charles E. Perkins, Shelburne 

ville. Falls. 
George F. Clapp, Boston. Don M., Peck, Pittsfield. 
Leonard C. Couch, Taunton. S. A. Pickering, Lowell. 
J. Frank Crane, No. Scituate. Edward R. Stone, Spencer. 
A. Russell Dyke, Millbury. Gilbert H. Smith, Roxbury. 
Alton M. Fletcher, Milford. James C. Smith, Leominster. 
H. L. Hopkinson, Groveland. A. A. Tilden, Arlington, 
Leslie M. Hendee, Palmer. Edwin F. Tuttle, Uxbridge, 
T. J. Hannon, Dedham. Charles T. Tobin, Beverly, 
Henry D. Johnson, Marlboro. James T. Wellington, Norwood. 
William E. Jennings, New Bed- James H. Young, Clinton, 

ford. 


This report would not be complete, were I to neglect to express 
my appreciation of the work performed by my able corps of Assist- 
ant Inspectors, who have, in many cases, made the work of this 
department a pleasure. Some of them, by reason of the inability 
of their brother assistants to meet their engagements, have been 
called upon to assume these extra duties, and, without exception, 
my requests in this direction have been readily complied with. To 
Assistant Inspector George CG. Lake of Breckton, the thanks of thw 
department are especially due for his volunteer services in this line. 

To you, Adjutant, and through you, to the Division Commander, 
IT must express my sincere thanks for the uniform courtesy ex- 
tended to this department throughout the year. To the-Senior-and 
Junior Vice Commanters, I would also express my appreciation for 
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thelr many kindnesses and reudy assistance in my work, 

I must not forget to remember the Captains of the Camps with 
whom my duties have brought me into contact, both personally and 
by letter. 4 

To all the brothers of the Massachusetts Division who have in 
any way assisted in the work of this department, I feel grateful, 
and trust that their labor will meet its just reward. 

Finally, my brothers, in closing, whatever the questions that have 
arisen, whatever the difference of opinions between the Camps and 


inyself, whatever disputes I have been called upon to adiust, but 
one object has ever been uppermost, viz., to give this Division an 


inspection that would be worthy of the Old Bay State, and at the 
sume time do justice to every Camp, from the struggling one of 
ten members, to the strong one of ninety; and as I submit you this 
report and retire from the office, it is with the conviction that, so 
far as God gave me the power, my work has been conducted in an 
honest, conscientious and impartial manner. 
Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L. 
FRED. E. WARNER, 
Division Inspector. 
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Upon motion by Past Capt. C. D. Rooney, it was voted that all 
communications from Camps and individuals be handed to the Com- 
mittee on Distribution of Werk and by them distributed to the 
proper committee, without reading. 

Upon motion of Brother Hendee, of Palmer, it was voted that, in- 
asmuch as the other oflicers’ reports are printed and each Brother 
can secure a copy, we dispense with the reading of the officers’ 
reports. Waile waiting for the Committee on Credentials to render 
a report, Cul. Cook introduced Col. Arthur M. Soule, Commander of 
the Maine Division, who was received with applause, and spoke as 
follows: 

“Comminuder Cook and Brothers of the Massachusetts Division: — 
This is somewhat of a surprise to me, at this time, as I have come 
here in the capacity of a listener and an onlooker; but I realize that 
it is only a question of a few months before I shall stand in the 
same position that your Commander does to-day, that of a retiring 
cefficer; therefore I have come here to-day to see if I cannot get some 
points in the way of conducting a successful encampment. We have 
heard so much down in the State of Maine in regard to tie successful 
encampment of the Massachusetts Division, that I made it a point, 
if invited to attend the encampment this year, to do so by all means, 
as I realized that I might gain something that would. be of assist- 
ance to mein conducting the affairs of our next encampment. I can 
assure you, Brothers, that since coming here I have received a 
cordial welcome, as I always have when in the presence of the 
Brethers of the Massachusetts Division, and I am sure that when 
your enrampment gets into running order I shall be able to gain 
much that will be of assistance to me in conducting the sixteenth 
annual encampment of our Division, which is to be held early in 
June in the town of Pittsfield. 1 do not intend to say anything more 
at this time, as I have come entirely unprepared, but I do wish to 
extend to you on behalf of the Brothers of the Maine Division, our 
best wishes for your future success. We have always iooked with 
pride to the Brothers of the Massachusetts Division ror their noble 
record, and we hope and believe that the time is not far distant 
when instead of standing second in point of numerical strength, 
your Division will stand first. You have made rapid strides in the 
past few rs, and we hope and believe that you will right early 
gain the first position; (Applause) and that Maine, continuing in the 
good work that she has been doing in the last few years, will go on, 
and, instead of being, as she is, third, she will maintain the position 
of second, and, if possible, rise to a point that will come somewhere 
near where ine Massachusetts Division is to-day. We have the ma- 
terial there, and I can assure you, Brothers of the Massachusetts 
Division, that the Brothcrs of the Maine Division are waking up, 


and ia the course of a year or two we propose, if possible, to make 
the Brothers of the Massachusetts Division hustle. Brothers, I 
thank you for this reception, and I trust that, upon the occasion of 
our encampment in June, we shall have the pleasure of greeting 
many of you with us, and extend to you the hospitality of the 
Brothers of the Maine Division.’ (Applause.) ‘ 

Division Commander William W. Lapoint of Vermont was next 
presented, and spoke as follows:— 

“Mr. Commander aud Brothers of the Massachusetts Division:— 
Iam not here as a speech maker; Iam no orator; but I am here for 
the first lime to attend an encampment of the Brothers of the Old 
Bay State, the Division to which i once belonged. This is the first 
oppertunity to meet you since the day when we stood together on 
Marlborough street, one warm day in 1890, waiting for marching 
ordeys, and the only enjoyment we seemed to have at that time was 
making # raid upon some German sandwich wagons. (Laughter.) 
Lassure you that to-day, after coming 200 miles to be with you, I 


- am pleased to meet a few, at least, of what I used to think were the 


old “War horses” of this Division in 1890. 

“Two weeks ago, I met five Brothers in a little backwoods black- 
smith shop way up among the Green Mountains, and I assure you 
that it is quite a step from such a scene to a hall in the good old 
city of Bosion to meet the best Division, to my mind, in this country, 
notwithstanding the claims of)some of our Western Brothers. (ApD- 
plause.) I will tell you why Vermont thinks you have a very ex- 
cellent Division at the present time; I am reminded of that because 
we have given you the ‘Darling.’ (Laughter and applause.) We 
have given you the Commander-in-Chief. If we could have only 
known that he would be Commander-in-Chief, we would have prob- 
ably prevented his leaving the Green Mountain State; but they say 
that Vermont is a very excellent State to be born in, but a poor State 
to die in. (Laughter.) I am not going to tell you what I expect 
to de up there for the next five months, because I have been schem- 
ing for along time. Some of you may have seen the play entitled 
‘Goon Hollow,’ and you know the man in that production who is 
forever scheriing, and his schemes are always upset. Now that is 
about the case with some of mine up in Vermont, due perhaps to 
my OwW!si fault in trying to carry out those schemes, and also due to 
a lack of interest among some of the Brothers. But I can only join 
my Brother from the Maine Division, the excellent Commander 
from that State, in the words of the old schoolmaster in one of Will 
Carleton’s poems, in which he said ‘Them’s my sentiments, too.’ We 
weuld like to see you up in Vermont. We expect to see some of you 
next June or July some time, and we will guarantee that our six 
feet of snow will have disappeared and the blizzards will be over, 
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and you wili not get stalled in any nine-foot snow drift. Vermont, 
in the summer time, is an excellent State, and so, if you will come 
up there, we will guarantee to give you some of the air which was 
breathed into our fathers long ago, and which will instil in your 
hearts and heads the same patriotism as was shown by the men 
who jcined your fathers and marched to so many a bloody battle- 
field. We will give you some of that patriotism, if you will come 
up tkere and join us. You have been the patriotic State of New 
England, «nd we wish to join with you and forever keep alive the 
ser timent which can best be expressed in the words of one of your 
own distinguished citizens: ‘If any man dare pull down the American 
banner, we will shoot him on the spot.’”” (Applause.) 
The Conimittee on Credentials reported through Adjutant George 
N. Howard as follows: — 
One hundred and seventy-six Brothers present, according to the 
credentials thus far received by the Committee. 
Past Capt. Story, of Camp 24:—I rise at this time to omer a motion 
that the Adjutant be instructed to transmit the thanks of this en- 
campment to the Commandant at the Charlestown Navy Yard for 
the many courtesies extended to the Brothers who braved the storm 
this atternoon and visited the yard. 
Division Commander Cook:—I will see that that is done. 
Upon the motion by Past Capt. McLaughlin, of Camp 8, it was 
voted to adjourn until Tuesday morning, Feb. 22d, at 9.30 o'clock, 
the adjourament being taken at 3.55 P. M. 
Tuesday A. M., February 22, 1898. 
Lorimer Hall, Tremont Temp!e, was the place of opening of the 
second session of the Sixteenth Annual Encampment of the Massa- 
chusetts Division, Division Commander Cook rapping to order at 10 
o'clock. 'The roll was called by the Adjutant. 
Other committees not being ready, Past Col. J. H. Hinckley made 
the following report for the Committee on Officers’ Reports: — 
The Cominittee on Officers’ Reports, begs leave to make the fol- 
lowing report on the recommendations of the Commander, The Com- 
mander recommends “that. the committee that was appointed at the 
last encampment to complete the report on the history of the order, 
be given until our next annual encampment to complete their work, 
and that the balance of the money appropriated for the fifteenth 
annual encampment be placed at the disposal of the committee.” 
Your committee recommend the adoption of recommendation No, 
1 of the Division Commander. 


Upon motion by Past Capt. McLaughlin, of Camp 8, (seconded by 
Past Capt. Hurd, of Camp 101), the recommendation was adopted. 


Past Col. Hinckley: —(Reading recommendation No. 2 of the Divi- 
sion Commander, “That the sum. of $100 be appropriated and turned” 
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over to the Dormitory Commission, to be deposited with what they 
already have.) Their report shows that they have on hand $153.44. 
Your committee have learned that it is the intention of this com- 


mission, in their recommendation, that this sum shail go towards 
forming a ‘nnd for any further uses that may arise in connection 


with this dormitory. Your committee would recommend that the 
words “one hundred” be stricken out, and “fifty’’ be inserted; the 
committee moye the adoption of the recommendation as so amended. 

Brother Pierson, of Camp 56:—I would like to inquire what has 
been the method of raising the money for this commission in the 
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Col. Cook:—Last year there was $100 appropriated. Previous to 
that, there was an assessment of twenty cents a head levied on 
every member of the Division. We purchased the dormitory in that 
way. 

Brother Pierson, of Camp 56:—I understand, then, that the $100 
appropriated is not sufficient to carry on this work. 

Col. Cook: —Well, Brothers, of the sum that was appropriated last 
year, there was not a cent of it spent. There was no occasion to 
spend any money last year. Our auxiliary, the Ladies’ Aid 
Society, furnished everything that was needed, so that our money 
lias been laid away at interest, and my object in making this recom- 
juendation is, that we may have another $100 laid aside so that, some 
time in the future, if we want to purchase another dormitory, we can 
do so without levying an assessment. 

At this juncture, Judge Advocate William H. Looney, of the Maine 
)ivision, was presented, and escorted to a seat beside the Division 
Commander on the platform. 

Past Capt. Batchelder, of Cantp 11:—I would like to inquire if the 
money that we appropriate this year will be placed at interest with 
the other? 

Division Commander:—It will. 

Past Capt. Batchelder:—Mr. Commander, I think it will be to the 
best interest of this order to have a fund established for the benetit 
of the Soldiers’ Home Dormitory. I believe that $100 a year would be 
none too much. I think if we keep adding every year $100 till the 
fund gets so large that the dormitory will be self-supporting, it will 
ve a good thing, and this vear should be-no exception-to the ruke. “1” 
am heartily in favor cf apprcpriating $109, if the money: is: to ‘be 
placed at interest. . oy reaeeees ete 

The question coming upon the recommendation of the committee ° 
jo substitute the word “fifty” for the words “one hundred,” in 
yecommendation number two, of the Division Commander, the 
Chair was in doubt as to the result, of the viva voce vole; but a. 
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count by the Adjutant disclosed the fact that the substitution was 
defeated, the vote being eighty-seven yeas, and ninety-one nays. 

Col. Cook:—It is not a vote. (Applause.) 

Past Capt. Hall, of Camp 6:—I move that the recommendation of 
the Commander (number two) be adopted. The motion was 
seconded by Brother Blanchard, and carried, the Brothers applaud- 
ing as the vote was announced. 

Past Col. Hinckley: —Your committee recommend the adoption of 
recommendation number three of the Division Commander, “that 
the usual appropriation of $100 be made for clerical services to 
the Division Commander.” 

Upon the motion by Mustering Officer Bell, of Camp 106, seconded 
by Past Capt. Mixter, of Camp 81, recommendation number three 
was adopted. 

Past Col. Hinckley: —Your committee recommend the adoption of 
recommendation number four of the Division Commander, “that 
the sum of $25 be appropriated and paid to the Quartermaster- 
General of the Grand Army of the Republic for the Southern Flag 
Fund.” 

Upon motion by Past Capt. McLaughlin, seconded by several 
Brothers, the recommendation (number four) was adopted. 

Past Col. Hinckley: —Your committee recommend the adoption of 
the recommendation of the Mustering Officer, “that the sum of $50 
be appropriated for his successor’s use, if necessary.” Upon motion 
by Past Capt. Bray, of Camp 1, seconded by Capt. Brown, of Camp 
96, this recommendation was adopted by the encampment. 

Past Col. Hinckley next read recommendation number five of the 
Division Commander, “that the sum of $25 be appropriated for a 
silk altar flag, to be given to the Camp making the largest per cent. 
gain during the year 1898. The committee offered the following 
in substitution of the recommendation of the Division Commander, 
“chat the sum of $25 be placed at the disposal of the Division Com- 
mander, to be expended by him in his discretion in recruiting, build- 
Ing up, and assisting weak Camps.”’ Your committee are of the 
Opinion that this sum can be better expended in taking care of such 
Camps than in appropriating said sum for an altar flag. 

Past Capt. James:—I move that the substitute be adopted. The 
motion was seconded and carried. 

Past Col. Hinckley:—That is all we have up Lo date 

The Committee on .Credentials made a partial report at this 
juncture, as follows: 
_Adjt. Howard:—I would say that there are 356 Brothers entitle 
to a voice and vote in this éntampment up to date. HZ 
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Inspector Warner was instructed to take up the pass-word. 

Fast Capt. C. D. Rooney reported for the Committee on Ritual as 
as follows:— 

Boston, Mass., February 22nd, 1898. 
Yo the Officers and Members of the Sixteenth Annual Encampment 
of the Division of Massachusetts, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A. 

The Committee on Ritual begs leave to submit the following 
repor' 

In view of the fact that no matters have been submitted to this 
committee for consideration, and that a comittee has been appointed 
by the Commander-in-Chief, under instructions of the Sixteenth 
Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, to revise the 
Ritual of the Order, which committee has called for suggestions 
trom Divisions and individuals, it is respectfully recommended: — 

That a committee of three be appointed by the incoming Com- 
mander to receive suggestions, and make recommendations with 
regard to the revision of the Ritual; the same to be submitted to 
the incoming elective officers of the Division and the Division 
Council, and if by them approved forwarded to the National Com- 
mittee on Revision of the Ritual for consideration. 
Cc. D. ROONEY, Chairman. 
WILLIAM E. JENNINGS, 
EDWIN R. OLIN, 
B. A. STEWART. 


Couch:—I am informed that the Com- 


Senior Vice Commander 
uff, also Past Commander-in-Chief Mac- 


mander-in-Chief and his 
cabe, are in the ante-room. 

Inspector Warner, Past Capt. Tilden, Past Col. Knowlton, and 
Brother Gilbert P. Brown were detailed to escort these distinguished 
guests to seats on the platform. 

Commander-in-Chief Darling and staff being presented at the 
altar, Division Commander Cook said, “It gives us great pleasure 
to have you here today, and we trust that your visit may be as 
pleasant to you as it is to us.” : 

Commander Williams, of the Rhode Island Division was 
introduced by the Division Commander. 

Jt was voted to extend the customary privilege of attending the 
sessions of the encampment to the representatives of the press. 


BRCFORT OF COMMITTER ON C., R. AND R 


Past Capt. Hannon, of Camp 75, Chairman of the Committee on C., 
R. and R., read the following amendment presented by C. D. Rooney, 
of Cawp 46:— » 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO C., R. AND R. 


smend Article VIII, Pages 60 and 61, Edition of 1894, as follows:— 

Section 8.—In any case where bonds are required to be given by 
elected or appointed officers of Camp, Division or Commandery-in- 
Chief, any surety company, qualified to do business in the state of 
which said officer is a resident, or one approved by the Attorney 
General of the United States, under Section 3 of an act of Congress, 
approved August 13, 1894, and entitled “An Act Relative to the 
Recognizances, Bonds and Undertakings, and to Allow Certain Cor- 
porations to be Accepted as Surety theron,” may be accepted as sole 
surety; and Camps, Divisions, and the Commandery-in-Chief are 
authorized to make appropriations suflicient to pay the amount of 
the premiums on such bonds. 


Cc. D. ROONEY, 
Camp 46. 

Chairman Hannon:—The committee recommend “ought to pass,” 
The recommendation of the committee was adopted. 

Chairman Hannon then read the following resolution presented by 
Past Capt. Charles B. Story, of Camp 24:— 

Gloucester, February 21, 1898, 
To the Officers and Brothers of the Massachusetts Division, S. of V., 
U.S. A. 

Brethren:—I most respectfully offer the accompanying resolutions 
Dvoposing an amendment to the Division Constitution, Article 
Ti, Section 1, Paragraph Fourth, viz.:— 

Be it resolved by the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Vet % 
iu regular encampment embled, that the representatives from 
this Division to the coming encampment of the Commandery-in- 
Chief be, and they are hereby instructed to offer, and urge the 
adoption of the following amendments to Article II, Section 1, Para- 
sraph Fourth of the Division Constitution, viz.:— 

Add after the word “representative” in the last line of Paragraph 
Fourth the words “and the right to vote in Division Encampment 
shall he confined, and restricted, to such regularly elected repre- 
sentatives,” so that the paragraph shall read: — 

Fourth. Representatives elected by ballot by the several Camps 
of the Division as follows:— 
mtative-at-large from each Camp 
n the ratio’ of one fe 


and additional rep- 
ng mat 

g tl cac pin 

Whrtavor ita mL shail be entitled to at least ons 

ilutive, and the right to vote in Division Encampments shall 

be confined, and restricted, to such regularly elected representatives, 

i Respectfully submitted in F., C., L., 

CHARLES E. STORY, 

Past Captain Camp 24. _ 


Chairman Hannon:—The committee recommend “ought not to 
pass.” (Applause.) 

Past Capt. Story:—I respectfully move that the report of the com- 
mittee be not accepted. 

Brother Pierson, of Camp 5: I second the motion, 

Past Capt. Story made an earnest appeal to the encampment in 
favor of his motion. “Before the question is put in this matter,” 
he said, “I wish to say that I realize that the Brothers look for 
something of this sort from me every year. I thank the Committee 
onC., R. and R. for their unanimity and the promptness with which 
they report on a resolution of this sort ‘ought not to pass.’ If any 
Brother present can show me any good cause why this resolution 
should not pass, then for the future I will be prepared to hold my 
peace; but until I find that some good and sufficient reason is given 
for the non-passage of this resolution, I shall feel in duty bound to 
urge its adoption until such a time as it is adopted by the Massa- 
chusetts Division, and the Massachusetts Division speaks in no 
ancertain terms to the National Commandery-in-Chief for the inser- 
tion of this amendment in owr Constitution, Rules and Regulations 
1 know of no reason w\y a amp that happens to be located geo- 
graphically near the place where the Division Encampment is held 
every year, should tay) and exercise more votes and more power 
in the Division Encampment than a Camp of the same number of 
members which is located at an extreme distance from the place of 
hoiding the convention. i realize that the Camps in Boston, when 
the encampment is held in Boston, and the Camps in Worcester 
when the encampment is held in Worcester, without regard to their 
membership, and without regard to their standing, are allowed 
more votes and more voice in the doings and in the transaction of 
business in the encampment than any Camp that may be situated 
more distant from it; and I have had no good reason explained to 
me yet why this should be the case. Brothers claim’ that this 
organization of Sons of Veterans is in an experimental stage, that 
we cannot adopt anything of this sort at the present time. I have 
talked with Brothers who differed with me, but they all agree with 
me that the time has got to come when this will be adopted, but 
they say that the Sons of Veterans organization is in an experi- 
mental stage, and that we are not prepared at this time to adopt. 
this. *Now, Mr. Commander, I take exceptions to that. The Sons of 
Veterans may be in an experimental stage, but we are now holding 
our sixteenth annual encampment, as I understand it. We have also 
the Grand Army of the Republic which has been holding encamp- 
ments for a good many more years than ours, and we find in the 
Grand. Army, if I am correctly informed, that, with the exception 


4o- 


ot the sitting Post Commanders and one delegate for each fifty 
members of the G. A. R., no other person has a voice or vote in 
the transactions of the National Encampment outside of the House 
of Lords, and we know how much talk is made every year against 
the House of Lords. Let me say, however, that this resolution is 
now directed against tiie House of Lords, the Past Division Com- 
manders, or the Past Captains. ‘This does not debar any Past Cap- 
tain from attending the convention, but I do feel that the responsi- 
bility should be placed somewhere. I do believe that when Section 
4 of Article IIl, relating to the objects of this organization, says 
“To inculcate patriotism and love of country not alone among our 
membership, but among all the people of our land, and to support 
and sustain the doctrine of equal rights, universal liberty and justice 
to all,” that this resolution is in the line of equal rights and I have 
been unable, as I said before, to have it shown to me where, in any 
degree, it is not in perfect line with equal rights. If I represent a 
Camp down in Gloucester, on the rocky shore of Cape Ann, that has a 
membership of fifty, and my Brother on my lett perhaps represents 
a Camp in Boston with a membership of fifty, no Brother will allow 
that it is right that a Camp in Boston paying the same amount of 
‘per capita tax that my Camp pays should, from the fact of its geo- 
graphical location, have more voice in the encampment than my 
Camp in Gloucester. I trust that the report of the committee may 
not adopted, and that this matter may go to the Commandery-in- 
Chief where it properly belongs. (Applause.) 

Fast Col. J. H. Hinckley:—Up to the time of this convention I was 
not in favor of a resolution of that character; I had my doubts 
about it, but since coming to this convention, things have come to 
iny nolice which lead me to think that possibly something of this 
character ought to be adopted in this Division. I will cite my own 
Camp as an illustration to show you why I believe that something 
of this kind should be done. We have here, I believe, about elevea 
delegates; nine of the eleven delegates represent the sentiment of the 
Camp. Seven of them are Past Captains and Sitting Captains, and 
two are delegates elected. We have in the eleven, two who are 
borne upon the rolls of the Camp as Past Captains who got their 
rank by transfer, not by service in our Camp. The nine members 
are here to express and carry out the desires of the Camp; the 
other two are not; they are accountable to nobody except them- 
selves. Now I say they ought to be accountable to somebody, 
and if they are borne on the rolls of the Camp, then they ought to, 
at least, extend to the Camp the courtesy of voting with the majority 
of its delegates rather than staying out. Not only this, but these 
two Brothers who are on the outside are here working for the 
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interest of certain parties whom the Camp is directly opposed to, 
and our delegates are directly opposed to. And, T say, Brothers, 
have changed my opinion regarding this resolution, and I think 
that something should be done; that these members ought to be 
controlled, at least, by members of the Camp in which they hold 
membership, and from which they receive their credentials. 
(Applause.) 

Past Capt. Hurd, of 101:—I rise partly to a point of information. 
As I understand the resolution, it places the vote only with the 
delegates. Does that resolution throw out the voices of the 
Captains? 

The entrance of Past Commander Oberdoff and Barton S. Weeks of 
the New York Division was the signal for applause from the 


delegation. 
Col. Cook: —The Chairman of the Committee will read the clause 


referred to by Past Capt. Hurd. 

Chairman Hannon read the two closing paragraphs of Past Capt. 
Story’s athe beginning with the word ‘Fourth.’ 

Past Col. H. son:—I represent one of the Camps on the green 
and verdant sith tire Hills Qaughter), but I assure you that the 
Bar or from Camp 108 will get here, and until there is an abuse 

2 the privilege that is now accorded to the Past Captains and the 
Pant Colonels of the Massachusetts Division, I, for one, see no reason 
why we should attempt any constitutional change in our order. 
(Applause.) 

Past Capt. Henry Clay, of Camp 82, Boston, said:—I agree with 
the committee on that resolution, that it ought not to pass. ie 
pelieve that, if this resolution should pass, you will find that you 
will have no convention, the convention will be “dead” and it will 
pe just exactly as they talked about the “House of Lords’ in the 
Grand Army. I hope the recommendation of the committee will 
pe adopted. (Applause.) 

Past Capt. Hurd, of Camp 101:—While I think that, in all prob- 
ability, the time will come when this recommendation will have to 
pe adopted to some extent, I believe that it is making too radical 
a change at once. I believe that if the Camps are entitled to send 
only one delegate or two, according as their membership may be, 
it will lessen a great deal of interest at the conventions. Another 
thing. we intend, in our Camp, to send a new delegate every year, 
+o give each member a chance to see the working of the Division; if 
that new delegate comes he will be entirely green as fo the method 

of the business, and if he has to come here alone he will know 

hardly anything of the manner in which the business ‘should be con- | 

‘quoted. | t believe tnag ‘at least three dologates from each Sed ghoulll | 


be entitled to come, the Captain should also come, and at least one 
Past Captain. Frequently the Captain has never been here before 
he takes his chair. I think the recommendation of the committee 
“ought not to pass’ should be adopted. (Applause.) 

Commander-in-Chief Darling put in a ringing speech at this stage 
of the proceedings, as follows:— 

“T trust you will believe that this is not a tactical movement to 
have mé hurled in here at this stage, as the terrific onslaught on 
the House of Lords was in progress, to distract your attention, so 
that after I have spoken and after I have gone you may forget 
where you left off. I am sure no such thing is the intention. 
However, I did promise the good ladies of the Ladies’ Aid Society 
that I would attend their encampment at 11 o'clock, and I believe 
in keeping my word if possible. I thought you might be willing 
to bear with me just a moment Now I have come to you this morn- 
ing, not to make a speech, but I want to say to you that there 
never was a time, in my belief, in the history of this order when 
the outlook was as bright as it is at this present moment. 
(Applause.) At the last encampment of our Commandery-in-Chief 
that sterling Brother, dear to many of us, a Brother who has 
watched this order through its up hills and down hills, through 
many years and who has now occupied for many years the position 
Quartermaster-General, arose on the floor of the Commandery-in- 
Chief, and gave it as his unqualified opinion that, unless the per 
capita tax of this order was raised, the incoming administration 
(that is my administration) would at its end face a deficit. It was 
u statement which caused us to think long before voting down that 
proposition; but at the same time we knew that the majority of 
the Divisions of this order were perhaps embarrassed financially, and 
we concluded on the whole to run it this year, even if at the end 
of the year we had to put our hands in our pockets and make up 
the deficiency. What was the result? Quartermaster-General Loe- 
benstein informs me in a recent letter, that he was never more 
mistaken in his life, and that, instead of facing a deficit, we are 
going the other way. (Applause.) We are gaining in membership, 
we are gaining in our financial standing, and unless something 
unforeseen happens in the next few months, I shall be able to turn 
over to my successor a larger number of members and a greater 
amount of money than I received from my predecessor. (Applause.) 
Now that does not mean that we ought to stand still for a moment. 
‘There are gathered here in this hall now, more Sons of Veterans 
than constitute very nearly one-third of the Divisions in this order, 
that is individually—that is, the several Divisions. The Commander 
of the Rboud Island Pivision bas nob the Lovor to Compand a great 
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many more men than are assembled here. Commanders of other 
Divisions, the smaller Divisions, have nowhere near the same 
number. In fact, we ought to realize that the field is large and con- 
stantly increasing, and we ought to put our shoulders to the wheel 
and see if we cannot get in new members. We know that, in the 
Western Divisions, there is a magnificence of distance rather than 
a magnificence in numbers. In our geographies as we used to 
study them, New England was put into one page, and then a little 
further the Western States, and the Pacific states in one page; so 
most of us used to carry the idea that the Western and Pacific states, 
some of them, are about the same size as all New England. What 
is the result? We sent a man to inspect a certain Division out 
there, a Division containing something like a hundred members, at 
a cost of $105, so you see each member of that Division will be 
obliged to pay more than a dollar for that inspection The Com- 
mander of the Division said that they were glad, for the first 
time in their lives, to see a Son of a Veteran from another Division, 
‘put excuse me,’ he says, ‘if I say that we think it a little steep 
that we pay over a dollar a head for that privilege, and very few of 
us saw him.’ The consequence is that I shall endeavor to get 
through an appeal for their relief. 

“Now another point is this, I have sometimes felt, during these 
years, that we had not the hearty co-operation and support of the 
Grand Army of the Republic and the Woman's Relief Corps; but I 
want to say that if we never had it before, we certainly have it at 
this time. It has been my privilege several times to meet Com- 
mander-in-Chief Gobin of the G. A. R., and only this morning I am 
in receipt of a very cordial invitation to accompany him on his trip 
South and go with him to Charleston, South Carolina, which is in 
the Department he had the honor to command during the war, and 
there see who make up the G. A. R. and the Sons of Veterans in 
those Southern states. That invitation is also seconded by the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, who has 
written me on several occasions. Now I would gladly go, but in the 
line of economy I think I ought not. 

“T have also had the privilege of meeting the President of the 
Woman’s Relief Corps on several occasions, and she has assured me 
that our order has her hearty support and sympathy. It seems to me 
that we ought to appreciate these things; and that we ought to put 
our shoulders to the wheel and put this order where it ought to be 
in strength and numbers, because, although we will certainly escape 
this year any financial crisis, the time may come, unless we keep 
constantly working, when it may be hard slejing. 

“Now I am very glad to look into your faces this morning, and 
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to see so many of you present. I was about to state that we ought 
to adjourn here at something like quarter of twelve o'clock, and 
go up and pay our respects to our very good friend, the Governor 
of this Commonwealth, who is holding a reception at the State 
House. (Applause.) I will be very glad, indeed, to head any 
delegation which may go up there; I think he would thoroughly 
appreciaie it, and I am sure we would be ve glad to meet him. 1 
am obliged to leave now, but will return Jater, and if it is the wish 
of the encampment that we go to the State House, as I said before, 
i will be glad to go, and know that we will be very well received. 
I thank you for your attention.” (Applause.) 
Past Capt. E. A. Tuttle, of Uxbridge, then presented a beautiful 
basket of flowers in the following speech: —*Mr. Commander, I have 
been instructed by the Massachusetts Division, Ladies’ Aid Society, 
to bring to this encampment their greetings, and their wishes for 
Godspeed in the future. The encampment is assembled in this city, 
and this morning they have sent this testimonial to the Sons of 
Veterans, desiring to renew the friendship with our order which 
has existed in the past. It seems «ppropriate that this division of 
the Ladies’ Aid Society should be remembered in this encampment 
and I have the pleasure, in behalf of the Ladies’ Aid Society to 
present to you these flowers with their best wishes.” (Applause.) 
Col. Cook requested Adjutant Howard to respond, and he said:— 
“There is very little of the sweet fragrance here that I had hoped 
to respond to. (Laughter.) The idea of my talking to flowers, 
(aughter) sweet faces kissed into life by God’s wonderful power 
which He has inwrought in the earth and in the sky, in the soft 
soil and the refreshing dews of heaven. Had I those before me 
whose hearts and whose loves are represented in this choice and 
fragrant token, I might have something to convey from your hearts 
and my heart. (Laughter and applause.) However, cu some other 
occasion I hope to be able to say what is in my heart to say, and 
in your hearts, because the Ladies’ Aid Society has become a very 
potent factor in the carrying forward of the work which is so dear 
to us, and especially that portion of the work which has fallen to 
our lot over yonder ‘at the Soldiers’ Home, in the Sons of Veterans’ 
Dormitory in Chelsea.” (Applause.) 
Commander-in-Chief Darling, Adjutant-General Bolton and 
Brother C. H. Messenger were detailed to convey the greetings of 
the encampment to the Massachusetts Division Ladies’ Aid Society, 
in convention assembled. 
Col. Cook:—I received the following letter last evening:— 
Col. O. H. Cook:—The Department of Massachusetts, Daughters 
of Veterans, extend many greeting to the Officers and Brothers of 
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the Massachusetis Division, Sons of Veterans, in convention 
assembled. May you be guided in all your deliberations by wisdom 
and may peace and harmony prevail. As sisters, in one common 
cause, we wish you all success. Our principles and objects are the 
same, and, as an organization, we pledge you our loyal support and 
assistance. As descendants of brave and noble sires, let us unite 
eur efforts, and, as brothers and sisters, stand firm and loyal for 
the flag for which our fathers fought. 

Sincerely yours in F., C. and L., 
EMMA PERRY BAXTER, 
President Massachusetts Division. 


Col. Cook:—With your kind permission, Brothers, I will instruct 
the Adjutant to answer that. (Laughter.) 

Adjutant Howard:—I just want to say this, boys. There is 
growing upon me, more and more, this feeling, that if the Sons 
of Veterans have any rights or privileges, our Sisters have the 
same rights and the same privileges. (Applause.) 

The discussion of Past Capt. Story’s resolution was then resumed, 
the following Brothers addressing the encampment: — 

Past Capt. Allen, of 101. 

past Commander-in-Chief J. B. Maceabe. 

Past Capt. Hendee, of 136. 

Adjutant Howard:—I move sir, that the recommendation of the 
committee be adopted. The motion was seconded and carried. 

The Committee on Early History of the Order, reported through 
Past Capt. George L. Bray, as follows: 

Boston, February 22, 1898. 
Col. O. H. Cook, and Officers and Members of the Sixteenth Annual 

Encampment of the Massachusetts Division, S. of V., U. S. A.i— 

The committee appointed at the last encampment to prepare a 
record of the first and second encampments is not ready to make 
a final report which is satisfactory to itself, nor-would it be to this 
encampment. The work is of such importance, as it may be referred 
to in the future, that we desire to move very slowly in this matter, 
and would, therefore, respectfully submit a report of progress. 

GEORGE L. BRAY, 
Secretary, for the Committee. 


Upon motion of Brother Bray, the report was adopted as read. 

Past Col. Upham, for the Committee on Resolutions, reported that 
the only duty devolving upon that committee was to report on the 
recommendation (number six) of the Division Commander, “that 
our delegates to the next National Encampment use all honorable 
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means to bring the National Encampment of 1899 to the city of 
Boston.” The committee reported favorably upon this recom- 
mendation. 

On motion by Past Capt. Story, Camp 24, seconded by Past Capt. 
Bray, Camp 1, the recommendation was adopted. 

Past Capt. Eaton:—I move that the convention adjourn at quarter 
before twelve o'clock, and, headed by the Division Officers, proceed 
to the State House to attend the Governor's reception. Seconded 
by Past Capt. Cavin. An amendment was offered, and accepted 
that when the adjournment was taken, it be until half-past one 
o'clock. The motion, as amended, was adopted, and the encampment 
adjourned in accordance therewith 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The encampment was called to order promptly at 1.40 by Division 
Commander Cook. The following telegram was received from 
Brother Frank Williamson:— 4 

Anniston, Ala., February 22, 1898, 
Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, Faneuil Hall, Boston:— 

Fraternal greetings to Massachuestts Division in convention 
assembled. With you in spirit today. 

FRANK WILLIAMSON, 
Adjutant Howard sent the following telegram in response:— 


Boston, February 22, 1898. 
Frank Williamson, Anniston, Ala.:— 
Your Brothers, in convention assembled, with gratitude send 
fraternal greetings... 
GEORGE N. HOWARD, Adjutant. 
The Adjutant announced that it would be possible for the encamp- 
ment to receive and be received by Mrs. Mary A. Livermore at 4.30 
P. M., and moved that, at that hour, Mrs. Livermore be invited to 
address the convention.. The motion was adopted. 
The following communication from the Massachusetts Army 
Nurse Association was then read:— 


Boston, February 22, 1898. 
O. H. Cook, Commander Division of Massachusetts Sons of Veterans, 
Officers and Members of the Sixteenth Annual Convention:— 
The Massachusetts Army Nurse Association extends loyal greet- 
ings and best wishes for your prosperity and growth, as the worthy 
sons of heroic fathers. 
FANNY T. HAZEN, 
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President Massachusetts A. N. A. 
MARGARET HAMILTON, Secretary. 


° 

While awaiting the report of the Division Council, the Division 
Commander introduced Judge Advocate Gould of the Maine Division, 
who spoke as follows:— 

“Mr. Commander and Brethren of the Massachusetts Division; i 
feel that, after the eloquent remarks to which we have listened the 
last few days, you must be surfeited with eloquence, and that what- 
ever I might say, even though it might perhaps be somewhat eloquent 
would not appeal to you with the strength that it would at any 
other time; but I cannot refrain from exprezsing to you the gratitude 
I feel for the privilege of being present at this magnificent gathering. 
They say down in my state sometimes, that the order of the Sons 
of Veterans is dying out. I think this living presence here today 
gives the lie to that statement, and when I look down into these 
earnest faces, and witness their enthusiasm and these great numbers, 
I shall go back with renewed strength and with renewed courage to 
the work of this organization. Let me congratulate you upon the 
dispatch you have manifested in conducting the pusiness of this 
gathering, tor the sound sense and good judgment that has pre- 
yailed over it, for the wise legislation that has been here enacted; 
and feel assured that not only this jurisdiction, but other jurisdic- 
tions will be benefitted by your gathering; and as we gather here in 
this fraternal relation, I am sure that the impetus that the order 
will receive from it will be felt for many years to come. I do not 
propose to inflict a speech upon you, but, Brethren, if you should 
ever come ic the State of Maine, and to the city of Rockland, be 
sure and make it known to your humble servant, and whatever we 
ean do in our humble way to make you happy and contented, will 
be gladly and cheerfully done.” (Applause.) 

Past Commander-in-Chief Merrill, better known as “Father Mer- 
rill,” was called on, and said:—“I expect that, in about a year from 
now, they will introduce me as ‘Papa Davis.’ That is all right; I may 
have gray hair (I know I have), and all that sort of thing, like the old 
deacon in the Methodist Church who was describing himself like 
the trunk of a tree that had stood,the storm of many winters and 
many summers; but, he said, “Thank God, the old root still stands.” 
(Laughter.) I am not going to consume valuable time here this 
afternoon. z 

“One hundred and sixty-six years ago today, the Father of his 
Country was Lorn, if we are to believe history. Now, of course, 
George wasn't to blame for being born in February, but I think 
thot if old Mr. aad Mrs. Wasbibgton had realized the fact that his 
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birthday wus to be' celebrated, they certainly would have planned 
the thing & little different und had Geerge born somewhere along 
in June. (Laughter.) 

“Now, in all seriousness, Brothers, the time will come when you 
will gather in a convention of this kind, but I will not be there. 
Now I shall regret it, I assure you, but then I won't be here; you 
will all meet and shake hands, and you will say, ‘Where is old 
man Merrili?’ ‘Oh, he is dead.’ ‘Is that so?’ ‘Well, what did he 
die of?’ ‘Alcoholism, probably.’ But, whether it was that, or the 
whooping cough or measles, I want you to say just this one thing 
that, while he was living, his old heart was beating warmly for the 
order that ie loved so well, that is the Sons of Veterans. (Applause) 
As I remarked to Brother Upham in conversation last night at the 
banquet, cne thing that convinces me that the order of Sons of 
Veterans is bound to live and flourish is the fact that, at these 
gatherings we see the old war horses still enthusiastic and inter- 
ested in the order. Look at my bald-headed friend down in front 
who is the instigator of all this trouble that I am going through now, 
Brother Maceabe, (laughter) also Brother Darling—and I could name 
a great many others here that were in the order from the start. 
New just so long as we can keep those brothers interested and get 
the benefit of their experience, we will be all right. Brothers, | 
thank you for your kind attention, and remember what T say, when 
Iam dead and gone, and just say, ‘Well, he was a good fellow, he 
did as well as he knew,if he didn’t know as much as some, but his 
heart was ail right.’"" (Applause.) 

Commaner-in-Chief Darling then touchingly referred to the past 
r’s adrajnistration of Col. Cook, and in behalf of the members of 
the Divisiou Staff and others presented a handsome gold watch and 
chain to the retiring Colonel. The Colonel was greatly affected by 
the touching words of the Commander-in-Chief, but finally was able 
to call on the Adjutant to ‘say something” for him, which he did 
in his usuaily graceful style. The entire incident was one of great 
interest to the Brothers, and at its close, evoked their hearty 
aprlause, ! 


DIVISION COUNCIL REPORT. 


J. EL Fayerweatner, Clerk of the Division Council, then read the 
‘report of the Division Council as follows:— 

Westborough, Mass., Feb, 14, 1898. 

George N. Howard, Adjutant Mass. Division, S. of V., U. 8. A.:— 

_ Sir—We have the honor to forward the following reports of the 

mvetings of the Division Council; for the term ending February. 22, 


198. 
Washburn Hall, Worcester, Feb, 22 4.15 P.M. The Council organ- 


ized, electing Past Commander H. D. Sisson, chairman, and Past Cap- 
tain J. H. Fayerweather, clerk. All members present. 

Bay State House, Worcester, February 22, 7.30 P. M. The joint 
encampment committee of Camps 2 and 25 appeared before the 
Council, Camp 25 entering a protest against paying for the use of 
After considerable discussion, the Chairman of 
the Council stated, that while it was customary for local camps to 
pay the local expenses of a division encampment, the Dill, with 
certain corrections, if sent to division headquarters, would be paid. 


All members present. 
y,vision Headquarters, Melrose, July 31. 
was transacted. 
Voted, that the sum of thirty dollars be appropriated for ane 
ate who attends the National Encampment. 
ision Com- 


Washburn Hall. 


The following business 


expenses of each deleg 

Voted, that the same sum be paid to each Past Div! 
mander who attends the National Encampment. 

voted, that the Division Commander be authorized to examine the 
books and other properiy of disbanded camps, now at Division Head- 
quarters, and to destroy such property, excepting minute and de- 
seriptive pooks or any other property that, in his judgment, may be 
of value to the Division. 

The following list of Alternates to the National Encampment was 


chosen:— 


ALTERNATE-AT-LARGE. 
George B. MeDavitt, Camp 1, Lynn. 
ALTERNATES. 


H. B. Morse, Camp 50, Malden. 

L. CG. Couch, Camp 26, Taunton. 

#. H. Lounsbury, Camp 66, Woburn. 

3B, A. Arnold, Camp 108, Pittsfield. 

Emory Coulter, Camp 103, Needham. f% 
i.B. A. Harris, Camp 45, Arlington. : Ar ; 

-¢, D. Rooney, Camp 46, Boston. 

wW. R. Davis, Camp 56, Cambridge. 

Lounsbury and Fayerweather present. : 

Quincy House, Boston, Nov. 30. The books of the Quartermaster 
were audited to Noy. 1, and found correct. - 
~ At the request of.thu Division Commander; it was voted te present 
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to the Fair Committee of Department of Massachusetts Woman’s 


Relief Corp, the sum of twenty-five dollars. 
Sisson and Fayerweather present. 


Quincey House, Boston, Feb. 3. It was voted that the first session 
of the Sixteenth Encampment, Feb. 21, be called to order at three 


o'clock P. M. 
By authority of the council, the picture of the Division officers ang 
staff of 1896-97 was given into the custody of Past Commander Sis- 
son until the Division was able to provide a permanent place for it. 
All members present. 
Boston, Feb. 22, 1898. 

The books of the Quartermaster have been audited and found 
correct to Feb. 15, showing a balance of 
GaSh Oni HAMM! <ccp.icc ssteies 56s sates eevee re ait wraserets oe asauriase ee «is $ 753.65 
Less amount in hands of Quartermaster as estimated ex- 


penses of this Encampment........-.- seers eee e eee eeee 
Net cash balance .........00 eee eee tet ttt ene ees 
To which must be added supplies on hand at cost .........+ 
Division property as per schedule of last year including 
Division flag ......... 0. cee eee eee een e eee teen eereeseses 
Total assets of the Division, Feb. 22, 1898......+.++.+++++ 


HARRY D. SISSON, Pittsfield. 
EDWARD H. LOUNSBURY, Woburn. 
J. HARRY FAYERWEATHER, Westboro, 

Division Council, 


The report of the Division Council as read wé adopted. 
There being no unfinished business, new business was taken y, 
as follows: — y 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Past Colonel N. C. Upham nominated Senior Vice Division Com 
mander Leonard C. Couch of Taunton, for the position of Division 
Commander for the ensuing year, and, there being no other noming 
tions for that office, it was voted that the Adjutant cast one ballor 
bearing the name of Brother. Couch for the position of, Divisto: 
Commander. a ; 

The following tellers were appointed: —Captain Prescott, Broth 
Allen and Past Captain Morse. ‘ 5 ss 

Adjutant Howard cast the ballot required by Past Colonel Upham’ 
motion, und Uvjonel Covk declare that: Leonard C. Couch had been 


elected Division Commander for the incoming year. Brother Couch 
thanked the Brothers for the kind consideration shown him. 

Nominations for ihe office of Senior Vice Division Commander 
being called for, Captain Phelps of Camp 41 named Charles E. 
Bennett of Hudson. Upon motion of Brother Hall of Camp 6, it was 
voted that the Adjutant cast one ballot bearing the name of Charles 
E. Bennett for Senior Vice Division Commander. The ballot was cast 
and Brother. Bennett declared elected. Brother Bennett acknowl- 
edged the honor, and asked that the Brothers co-operate with their 
officers to make ihe Massachusetts Division the ‘‘gem” of the divi- 
sions of the Sons of Veterans. 

Adjutant Howard reported for the committee on credentials, that 
404 Brothers had presented their credentials and were entitled to 
yote in the convention. Upon motion by Adjutant General Bolton, 
the report of the committee on credentials was adopted. 3 

The followin g nominations were made for the position of Junior 
Vice Commander: — 

A. C. Tilden, nominated by Past Commander-in-Chief J. B. 


Maccabe. 
F, E. Warner, nominated by Past Division Commander W. H. 


Delano. 

The nomination of Brother Tilden was seconded by Adjutant 
General I’. E. Bolton. 

The nomination of Brother Warner was seconded by Brother 
Grover of Camp 8, also by Brother McLaughlin. 

Upon motion by Brother Gilbert P. Brown (seconded by Captain 
George Murray of Camp 82) nominations were closed. 

The vote for Junior Vice Division Commander was as follows:— 
Total number of votes cast 370 
Necessary for a choice.......... 186 

F. B. Warner had.. 

A. C. Tilden had. . 

Brother Tilden was declared elected. Brother Warner gracefully 
moved thal the election be made unanimous, and this was done. 


DIVISION COUNCIL.. 


Past Colonel N. C. Upham referred to the custom of electing the 
retiring Division Commander to a place on the Division Council, 
but stated that it was in accordance with the desires of Colonel Cook 
not to have that position for the ensuing year. Brother Upham 
asked the votes of the Brothers for W. R. Waterman for a place on 
the Division Council. The nomination was seconded by Past Captain 
Hunt of Camp 67. Other nominations for the Division Council were 
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to 


as follows:— 

Samuel A. Pickering of Lowell, 
Blaisdell. 

Gilbert H. Smith of Camp 46, nominated by Past Colonel Stevens. 

Upon motion by Past Captain Messenger, of Camp 44, it was voted 
that the Adjutant cast one ballot bearing the names of the three 
Brothers nominated, for the Division Council. The Adjutant cast 
one ballot, and the electicn of members of the Division Council for 
the next year was announced as follows: — 

W. R. Waterman. 

S. A. Pickering. 

Gilbert H. Smith. 


nominated by Past Colonel 


DELEGATES TO NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT. 
The only nomination for Delegate-at-Large was that naming 
Adjutant George N. Howard, by Colonel Cook. Upon motion by 
Fast Captain Clay, it was voted that Past Captain Morse (teller) cast 
one ballot bearing the name of George N. Howard for Delegate-at- 
Large. The ballot was cast, and Brother Howard declared elected. 
Further nomination of delegates to the coming national body were 
inade as follows: — 
Adjutant G. N. Howard nominated Assistant Adjutant General 
Thomas J. Hannon. 
Captain Brown of Camp 96, nominated Past Captain Kelly. . 
Past Captain F. A. Turner of Camp 82, nominated Brother Jacob: 
W. Powell, Camp 19. 
Inspector Warner 
Uxbridge. 
Past Colonel Sisson nominated J. Harry Fayerweather of Westboro 
Past Captain Lounsbury nominated Brother Charles D. Rooney of 
Samp 46. 
Captain Tilson of Camp 31, nominated Past Captain George C. 
Lake of Camp 17, Brockton. 
Brother Jewett of Camp 80, nominated Past Captain Hi. B. Morse of 
that Camp. Z 
Captain Warner of 108, Pittsfield, nominated Past Captain 0. S. 
(ish of the same Camp. 
Past Colonel Steyens named Past Captain Parker of Camp 
Marlborough. 
Past Colonel Tlinckley presented the name of G. S. Boynton af 
Leominster. 
Brother McLaughlin if Gloucester, named Colonel B. F. Cook, the 
latter being both a “Comrade and a Son.” 


nominated Brother Edward F. Tuttle of 
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Past Colonel Upham seconded the nomination of Brother B, F. 
Cook. 

Past Capiain Bray said, “I think we need Brother C. H. Messenger 
of Camp 44 on that delegation,” and placed him in nomination. 

Brother Tilden returned a graceful courtesy to Inspector Fred E. 
Warner by nominating the latter as one of the delegates. 

Past Captain C. f*. O'Brien named ‘Tilton 5. Bell. 

While the tellers were counting the votes for delegates to the 
National Encampment, Adjutant General Bolton presented to Mrs. 
Orange H. Cock, through the Division Commander,) a handsome 
bouquet which had been purchased with the balance left over from 
the subscriptions lo the testimonial to Division Commander Cook. 

Upon motion by Past Captain Story, it was voted that the eight 
brothers receiving the highest number of votes be the delegates to 
the National bod 

Colonel Cook:—“The constitution provides for that.” 

Past Captain Lounsbury made a motion that the alternates to the 
tipnal Convention be selected by the Division Commander and the 
Motion seconded by Past Captain Hendee of 


N 
Division Council. 


Palmer. 
Brother Kelly of Camp 96 cifered a substitute motion, “that the 


Division Commander and Division Council be authorized to fill any 

yacancies in the list of alternates.” “I understand that now those 

candidates who are not elected among the eight delegates will be 

the alternates.” ‘he motion as made by Past Captain Lounsbury 

prevailed. 

The result of the ballot for delegates was as follows:— 

Kelly 37 
Toweil 
Lake 
Morse . 
Boynton ... 
Tuttle 
Parker 
Messenger 
Bell ..... 
Hannon . 
Rooney 
Fayerweather . 
Cook 
Warner .... 


Totai number of votes cast ...-...++++++4 599 
The eight delegates elected were:— 


Fred IE. Warner. 

B. F. Cook, 

J. H. Fayerweather. 

C. D. Rooney. 

T. J. Hannon. 

T. S. Bell. 

C. H. Messenger. 

P. L. Parker. 

Brother Hurd of Westminster: —‘‘Believing that the interest and 
future welfare of our order is dependent on a large attendance at 
these conventions, I wish to make a motion ‘that the incoming Com- 
mander appoint a committee on transportation to see if reduced rates 
cannot be obtained from the railroads, to the convention wherever it 
may be.’” Past Captain Story seconded the motion and it was 
agreed to by vote of the encampment. 

Upon motion by Past Captain Story (seconded by Past Com- 
mander-in-Chief Maccabe) it was voted that the next encampment of 
this division be held in Boston. 


SOLDIERS’ HOME DORMITORY COMMISSION. 


Adjutant General Bolton moved that the Adjutant be instructed 
to cast one ballot for Division Commander Orange H. Cook to serve 
as a member of the Dormitory Commission for a term of five years. 
Brother Noble of Camp 14 seconded the motion, and it was unani- 
mously adopted. 

Past Commander-in-Chicf Maccabe:—It strikes me that one very 
important matter has been forgotten here today; I refer to the matter 
of the per capita tax for the coming year. I therefore move’ that 
the present per capita tax be continued for the coming year. The 
motion was seconded by Past Captain Jewett, and adopted. 

On motion of Past Captain W. R. Davis, it was voted that the 
proceedings of this Encampment be published by the retiring Divi- 
sion Commander and Adjutant, and distributed within sixty days, 

Colonel Cook announced that an entertainment wouid be given in 
Tremont Temple “this evening” for the benefit of the Army Nurses, 
and that twenty Sons were desired to sit in a living picture there. 

Twenty Brothers having volunteered, they were requested to re- 
port to Mustering Officer Bell at Tremont Temple at 7 P. M. 

Adjutant Howard moved that the sum of five hundred dollars be 
placed in the hands of the incoming Commander of the Division 
for the transportation and expenses of the delegates to the next 
National Encampment. The motion was duly seconded. Considera- 
ble discussion ensued upon this motion, disclosing the care with 
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which the Brothers look after expenditures. On motion by Brother 
C. D. Rooney, it was finally voted to refer the whole matter to the 
incoming Division Council, with full powers. 

Mrs. Fannie T. Hazen, President of the Army Nurses’ Association, 
and Mrs. Margaret Hamilton, Secretary, were enthusiastically re- 
ceived by the Encampment (Mrs. Livermore not being able to come) 
emblage, saying: —As one of the 


and Mrs. Hazen addressed the 
Army nurses, I had the care of many veterans, may be some of your 
fathers, | cannot say. [ am glad to look upon you as worthy sons 
of those fathers. You have a great mission to perform in this 
country; your influence will be second only to that of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, and in the years to come you will have the 
memory of their heroic deeds to perpetuate, and maintain the prin- 
ciples for which they suffered and died. With cordial greetings and 
pest wishes for your future, and hoping that your organization may 
jneet your most sanguine expectations, we bid you God speed in 
your noble work.” (Applause. ) 


INSTALLATION. 


Adjutant General F. E. Bolton then installed the newly elected 
officers of the Massachusetts Division as follows:— 

Leonard C. Couch, Division Commander. 

Charles FE. Bennett, Senior Vice Division Commander. 

A.C. Tilden, Junior Vice Division Commander. 

Ww. R. Waterman, S.. A. Pickering, G. H. Smith, Division Council. 

The Staff of the Division Commander, as then made up, Was as 
follows, the installation being by the Adjutant General:— 

Surgeon, L, I. Hendee, of Camp 186. 

Adjutant, Edward M, Hamlin, of Camp 26. 

Quartermaster, Frank E. Wellman, of Camp 26. 

inspector, William E. Jennings, of Camp 180. 

Mustering Officer, W. H. C. Noble, of Camp 14. 

Division Commander Couch assumed command cf the Division, 
closing it in due form at 5 o'clock, 


THE FANEUIL HALL BANQUET. 


The old “Cradle ef Liberty” (@aneuil Hall) was alive with enthusi- 
astic Sons of Veterans on the night of February 21, 1898, when more 
than 300 Brothers of the Massachusetts Division sat around richly 
laden tables, with many distinguished guests, to enjoy their Annual 
Banquet. After the client menu had been disposed of and cigars 
had been lighted, Division Commander Orange H. Cook rapped the 
assembly to order, introducing Adjutant General Fred E. Bolton as 
the Presiding Ofticer of the evening. Commander Cook said: — 

“Two years have passed since last we gathered around the festive 
board. We gather here to-night in this old, historic hall to renew 
old acquaintances and make new ones, to review the past and plan 
for the future. lam very much pleased to see so many here to-night 
and I think all are haying a good time. You have had about all you 
want to eat, | guess; now we have something that is nicer than you 
have had y You do not want to hear anything in particular from 
me; you will hear from me tomorrow, all you wish. I want at 
this time ito thank the brothers for the manner in which they have 
turned out on this stormy night to attend this banquet. T will now 
present to you as Toastmaster, one who needs no introduction to a 
Massachusetts audience, Adjutant General red I, Bolton.” (Long 
continued applause, and “He's all right,” with two or three “Tigers” 
thrown in.) 
_ Referring to the first toast on the programme, Toastmaster Bolton 
stated that he had received the following letter from Postmaster 
enry A. Thomas of Boston, who would have responded for “The 
United States cl America’:— 


Office of the Postmaster, Boston, Mass. 

Feby. 3, 1898. 

Mr. Thos. J. Hannon, Chairman, 947 Tremont Bldg., Boston. 
My Dear Sir:—I have your kind invitation to attend the banquet 
of the Magsathuselis Divivion, Sons of Veterans, in Faneuil Hall, 
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Monday evening, February 21, and it would give me much pleasure 
to be with the boys on that evening, but some time ago I accepted an 
invitation to speak before the Underwriters’ Association, at the 
‘Tuileries, on that same evening and at the same hour. T shall there- 
fore not be able to accept your invitation. 
Wishing you success, f remain, 


Very truly yours 
H. A. THOMAS. 


After reading the letter, Adjutant Bolton spoke as follows: — 

“~ would say that Col Thomas has always been a good friend of the, 
Sons of Veterans, and has favored us with his presence at a number 
of banquets. But as we cannor listen to his eloquent and melodious 
yoice on this occasion, 1 think it will be thoroughly proper and 
filting for us to sing one verse of “America,” led by Brother Smith of 
Camp 75, Dedham.” é 

The following letter of regret was next read from His Excellency, 
Roger Wolcott, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts: — 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Executive Department, 
Boston, Feb, 3rd, 1898. 
Thomas J. Hannon, Bsq., 947 Tremout Building, Boston. 

My Dear Sir: —T beg to acknowledge receipt of your ver 
invitation to attend the banquet of the Massachusetts Division, Sons 
of Veterans U.S. A. on Monday evening, Feb. 21st. 

It would give mic much pleasure to be present, and I regret ex- 
tremely that engagements already made compel me to decline. I 
may add that 1 have already declined six invitations for that even- 
ing. ‘ 

Please accept my thanks, and believe me 

. Very truly yours, 
ROGER WOLCOTT. 


courteous 


Other invited guests who sent letters of regret were as follows: — 
His Honor, Josiah Quincey, Mayor of Boston. 

William N. Olin, Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Hon, Curtis Guild, Jr. 

Sommander-in-Chief J. P. S. Gobin, of the G.. A. R 

Quartermaster General, S. of V., R. Loebenstein. 

Inspector General, S. of V., J. Frank Durston. 

Chaplain-in-Chief, Harry Lawrence Veazey. 

Walter R. Williams, Rhode Island Division Commander. 

Lon L. Hall, Coney Division Commander. = 
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Frank L. Shepard, Chicago, III. 
William G. Dustin, Dwight, Ill. 
The following telegram was received from the Quartermaster 


General: 


Chicago, Ill, Feb. 21. 
Fred E._Bolton, Adjutant General, Sons of Veterans, Faneuil Hall, 
Boston. 
Cordial greetings to New England Brothers. May patriotism and 
pleasure make to-night a memorable one in the history of your 


division. 
tn. LOEBENSTEIN, Quartermaster General. 


City of Boston, 
Office of the Mayor, 
February 11, 189s. 
Thomas J. Hannon, Chairman, 947 Tremont Building, Boston:-— 
Dear Sir:—Your favor of the Ist received at this office, and I am 
directed by His Honor, the Mayor, to say that he regrets that a 
previous engagement prevents him from accepting the same. 
Very truly yours, 
THOMAS J. MULLEN, 
Secretary. 


Commonwealth: of Massachusetts, 
Office of the Secretary, 
Boston, February 8, 1898. 
Mr. Thomas J. Hannon, 947 ‘Tremont Building, Boston, Mass:— 
My Dear Sir:—I am in receipt of yours of the Ist instant, inviting 
me, in behalf of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. 
5. A., to attend a banquet to be held in Faneuil Hall on the evenine 
ot Monday, the 21st instant. ‘ 
I thank you for the compliment, and regret that an engagement 
compels me to decline. 
With kind regards, very truly yours, 
WILLIAM M. OLIN, 


oa 


. Office of Commercial Bulletin, 
Boston, February 8, 1898. 
My Dear Mr. Hannon:-I am very sorry to be forced to decline for 
February 21, but I have been engaged for Worcester on that evening 
for over -a month. = 
If I might suggest, the head of the army, General Miles, in his arti- 
cle in the Forum, bos just cumplimenivd Cok Jas. A. Frye (Hotel 
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Nottingham) of the Governor's staff as the first authority on coast 
defence, the most tremendous compliment ever paid to a militlaman 
by the regular army. 
He would respond well, I’ve heard him. 
Cordially, 
CURTIS GUILD, JR. 


Headquarters of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
Office of Commander-in-Chief, 
Lebanon, Pa., February 15, 1898. 
Thomas J. Hannon, Chairman of Committee, S. of V., Boston, Mass: 
Dear Si Permit me to express to you my thanks for your kind 
invitation to the banquet of the Sons of Veterans, Monday evening, 
¥ebruary 21. I regret, however, that official engagements will pre- 
yent my acceptance. 
Wishing you a most enjoyable time, 
Very truly yours, 


J. P. S. GOBIN, 
Commander-in-Chief. 
Headquarters of Commmandery-in-Chief, Sons of, Veterans, U. S. A., 

Department of Quartermaster-General, 84 LaSalle Street, room 


7, Chicago, Ill., 
February 5, 1898. 
Thomas J. Hannon, Chairman of Committee, etc., Boston Mass:-— 

Dear Sir and Brother:—I am in receipt of your esteemed favor 
of recent date, conveying the invitation of the Division of Massa- 
chusetts to attend a banquet on the evening of February 21. 

It is a matter of sincere regret to me that I cannot arrange to 
attend your banquet, and may I ask that you will convey to the 
Massachusetts Brothers my hearty thanks for the honor of the 
invitation and my best wishes for the growth and prosperity of 
the Division. 

Fraternally yours, 
R. LOEBENSTEIN, 
Quartermaster-General. 


Headquarters Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A,, 
Department of Inspector-General, 24 White Memorial Build- 
ing, Syracuse, N. Y.:— 

Thomas J. Hannon, 947 Tremont Building, Boston, Mass.:— 

Dear Sir and Brother:—I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your very kind invitation for the 21st, and deeply regret 
that an important engagement for that week will prevent my 
leaving the city: va 5 : : 
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Thanking you for your kindness, | am, 
‘ Fraternally yours, 
J. FRANK DURSTON, 
Inspector-General, S. of V., U.S. A 


Grace Universalist Church, 

Harriman, Tenn., February 11, 1898. 

Mr. Thomas J. Hannon, Chairman, Massachusetts Division Banquet 

Committee, Boston, Mass: — 

Dear Sir and Brother:—I am sorry that it is impossible for me 

to attend the banquet at Faneuil Hall, on the 21st. 

1 trust that you may all have a royal and a loyal feast. 

Thanking you for your kind invitation and desiring to be remem- 
bered to all the loyal “Sons” who shall attend, I remain, 

Faithfully and fraternally yours, 
HARRY LAWRENCE VEAZEY, 
Chaplain-in-Chief. 


Woonsocket, R. 1, Feb. 18, 1898. 

Thos. J. Hannon, Chairman, Boston, Mas 

Dear Sir and Brother:—Your kind favor of .the 14th inst. at hand, 

and hereby tender my thanks for the courtesy extended. 

It will be impossible for me to attend Monday, as I will haye to 

work up to 8 or 9 p. m. in order to finish my pay roll so that 1 can 

attend your Encampment, Tuesday. 

I sincerely trust that the banquet will prove a greater success than 

you even expect, for I am thoroughly interested in Massachusetts’ 

good work. 
Trusting to meet you Tuesday the 22d, I remain 
Sincerely yours in F.. C. and L. 
W. R. WILLIAMS, 
Commander R. I. Diy., 8. of VY. 


Wallingford, Conn., feb. 18, 1898. 

Thomas J. Hannon, 947 Tremont Building, Boston, Mass.:— 

Sir and Brother:—Your kind invitation to be with you on the 

evening of February 21st received. Please accept thanks for same. 

I regret very much that I shall be unable to attend, as I am very 

busy now getting out first division orders, and I feel that my time 

is not my own just now. Hoping you will have a very successful 
encampment I remain, 

Yours in F., C. and L. 

COL. LEON L, HALA 


Chicago, February 12, 1898. 
Mr, Thomas J. Hannon, Chairman of Committee, 947 Tremont 
Building, Boston, Mass. 

Dear Brother Hannon:—Your kind invitation to attend the ban- 
quet of the Massachusetts Division in your city on the 21st inst., was 
duly received, for which I thank you very much. 

T regret very much that I am forced to write you that it will be 
impossible for me to attend, It would be a great pleasure indeed to 
me to meet the Brothers of Massachusetts in Faneuil Hall on that 
occasion. 

With good wishes to you and your associates, I am, 

Fraternally yours, 
FRANK L. SHEPARD. 


Dwight, Ill., Feb. 12, 1898. 
Thos. J. Hannon, Chairman Banquet Committee:— 

Dear Sir and Brother:—I have anticipated with a great deal of 
pleasure a visit to Massachusetts to attend one of the Sons of 
Veterans encampments of your division, and expected to be present 
this year, but find it is impossible on account of business engage- 
ments. 

I had looked forward to the proposed visit with a great deal of 
pleasure for many reasons, one of which is that I like to mingle 
with Sons of Veterans who have their hearts in the work of our 
splendid order, and we all know that no such organization as your 
grand state has could ever be built up without the true faithfulness 
and genuine patriotic influence of honest, big-hearted sons ot noble 
veterans. . 

] thank you for your kind invitation. I congratulate you upon 
your prosperity as a division, your individual successes, and regret 
that [ am not with you on what I know will be a splendid occasion. 

Fraternally yours, 
WM. G. DUSTIN, 
Editor Ilinois Banner. 


Adjutant-General Bolton: —‘We are fortunate in having with us a 
representative of the State, a gentleman who is a veteran, who is an 
eloquent speaker, and one to whom I believe we owe something ofa 
debt of gratitude, for at the banquet of the Grand Army of the 
Republic a year ago, our Division Commander at that time, Brother 
Sisson, I believe, was compelled to leave the hall, and Senator Roe, 
whom I will introduce to you later, responded most eloquently for 


the Sons of Veterans and did usa great deal of good with the Grand 
Army of the Republic. The sentiment which I will offer at this 
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time is: ‘The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, a Gem in the Sis. 
terhood of States.’ I have the pleasure to introduce to respond to 
that sentiment, Senator Alfred F. Roe, of Worcester.” (Applause.) 
Senator Roe said: 
“Mr. Commander, Sons of Veterans: This has been a noyel experi- 
ence for me. It is true that, one year ago, I made an effort to re- 
spond for the Sons of Veterans at our Grand Army Encampment 
dinner, but those before me at that time were not equipped as some 
of you are, indeed, I may say, as all of you are. I have not seen 
such a sight since I was myself a boy and participated in such ex- 
ercises, and I have come to the conclusion, as I have seen the viands 
disappear from these several tables and the enthusiasm with which 
you have greeted those who were bringing on additional supplies, 
that, if your patriotism be at all in keeping with your appetites, the 
Commonwealth is safe for many years to come. (Laughter and 
applause.) Indeed, your eating qualities remind me of those of 
your fathers. (Laughter.) In this respect, at least, there has 
certainly been no falling off. (Laughter. ) There are those who 
take a pessimistic view of mankind and think that the race is de- 
teriorating; but I am prepared, from what I have observed tonight, 
to take just the reverse view of that. Indeed, if there is any 
change at all, I think that you go the fathers a little better. 
(Laughter.) But I must stick to my text, for I know the moments 
in which I am to address you are few and are all numbered. 
“Massachusetts, a gem in the sisterhood of states. Perhaps I 
would make only one addition to that, and would say ‘the’ gem in 
the sisterhood of states. (Applause.) In the good Book, we read 
that, ages ago, the people of Palestine were accustomed annually 
to make a journey to their Mecca, or their Jerusalem, towards 
which and into which all the tribes annually went. If you were 
to go away from Boston, of course the only place to visit was the 
heart of the Commonwealth, Worcester; so last year you made the 
cily merry, I believe, for two hours in the early morn, (Applause), 
and I surmise, from your applause, that some of you were there, 
and the heart of the Commonwealth knew you were there. 
(Laughter.) But I was going to say that if you were to go to any 
other place for your annual encampment outside of Boston, of 
course Worcester is the place to visit; but Boston is ihe capital of 
the Commonwealth, and the choicest place in Boston is this hall 
in which you are tonight assembled. (Applause.) You have 
had your afternoon gathering in Tremont Temple, and perhaps you 
will repair thither tomorrow; but tonight you come into old 
Faneuil Hall. It was my pleasure to say to the gentleman who 
will address you later, that, in Massachusetts, we think that no one 
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is patriotically born until he has at least been rocked in this 
‘Cradle of Liberty.’ (Applause.) If you were not patriotic here, 
I should wonder of what blood you were made; but I judge, from 
the applause and from the presence of so many on this inclement 
night, that you appreciate the grandeur of your surroundings. The 
Massachusetts of today is but the continuation of the Massachusetts 
of yesterday, and generations hence when your sons snail perpet- 
uate the order of which you are today bright and shining orna- 
ments, they too will gather here to tell about the Massachusetts of 
tomorrow, then, as now, the gem in the sisterhood of States. 

“But what is there in this hall to awaken our enthusiasm? To 
be sure, its memories go back of the Revolution. There is only 
one other state in this Union that can bid her sons welcome to a hall 
at all in keeping with the memories here, that is Pennsylvania, in 
her own hall where the signing of the Declaration of Independence 
took place in 1776. But our ‘Cradle of Liberty’ is older still, and 
tonight you, the Sons of Veterans, have partaken of your feast in 
the presence of the fathers, not only of the rebellion, but a genera- 
vion, nay, Many generations before them, and they, being dead, yet 
speak. How many times strangers come to this hall to look upon 
that picture of Daniel Webster in the United States Senate, and 
think of Massachusetts’ peerless son who gave utterance to those 
words that have been as it were an inspiration in all the years that 
have ensued, ‘Liberty and Union, Now and Forever, One and In- 
separable.” And could the lips of this figure in marvie speak, 
(John Adams,) who held the office of President of the United States 
just one hundred years ago, we might fancy him uttering the words 
which Webster put in his mouth at the laying of the cornerstone 
of yon towering monument on Bunker Hill, ‘Sink or swim, live or 
die, survive or perish, I give my hand and my heart to this vote.’ 
‘Phat cause continues; it is the cause for which your fathers fought, 
it is the cause for which you, as loyal citizens and sons of Massa- 
chusetts will be less loydl to her than they are to-night.” (Ap- 
plause.) 

“Apout us on every hand, (time is too brief to tell) are the pic- 
tures of Andrew, and of Sam Adams which I never look upon with- 
out thinking of the words he uttered on that morn of the 19th of 
April, 1775, “What a glorious day for American Liberty! | We 
come here into these presences not only to cat (wo must eat,) 
(laughter) but we do not come here for that purpote only: we come 
here to revive ricmories, to clasp hands and to pledge ourselves as 
undyingly Icxyal to this grand Commonwealth. (Applause.) I 
have looked for the flag of our Union here tonight. I do not 
know through whose fault it is not here. I have Iooked tor the 
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grand white flag of our Commonwealth; that is not here; but the 
Sons who would follow those flags are here, (Great applause, and 
shouts of ‘Good.’) Oh, I know that there is something deep in the 
heart of every Son present, the words that are written upon the 
States flags; you were taught them by your teachers years ago, that 
by the sword you are to seek peace; and that clasped hands means 
that you stand as a menace to tyrants. That is the lesson that 
Massachusetts, this gem in the sisterhood of states, teaches, that 
that hand is loyal, that it is hostile only to tyrants. Teachers give 
it to their pupils; preachers tell it from their pulpi it is the 
lesson that is written upon our hearts, and Massachusetts is only 
what her Sons make her. She returns the compliment to you and 
says ‘Hail,’ and may the day be far distant when the Sons of Massa- 
chusetts will be less loyal to you than they are tonight.” (Ap- 
plause.) 

Adjutant General Bolton: ‘tI wish to say to Senator Roe that it is 
through an oversight that the flag of our country is not in the hall 
to-night. I understand that it is in the custody of ‘The Chureh’ 
at Tremont Temple, so it is in good hands; but I would also call at- 
tention to the fact that every Son of a Veteran in the hall wears 
the red, white and blue on his breast, signifying that we believe 
in our beloved country. Our next toast will be, ‘The Sons of Vet- 
erans. With a Mission to perform, we stand on the broad plat- 
form of Liberty, Equality and Justice.’ Our honored Brother, 
Commander-in-Chief Charles K. Darling.” (Applause and Cheers, 
the whole company rising in greeting.) 

When the applause which greeted the head of the order had 
sufficiently abated, Commander in Chief Darling said: 

“TI thank you for your cordial greeting. I thank the Adjutant 
General for his cordial words of introduction. He is there for 
that purpose. (Laughter.) 1 also thank my Assistant Adjutant 
General, Brother Hannon, who writes me a very peremptory letter 
in which he orders me to speak ten minutes. (Laughter.) It is 
in accordance with my own desires, and it also, I have no doubt in 
the least, will give pleasure to you. IT shall therefore confine 


myself strictly to the time designated by the Assistant Adjutant 
yeneral. 


"Brothers, i is cortaiely an inep ring sirht to stand here in 
Faneuil Hail aud to Icok inte the faces of an audience such as 
this, and to realize that this is a meeting where patriotism, love of 
country and true heroism run through it all. (Applause.) | We 
are honored tonight with a great many -distinguished guests; some 
are new at this board, and have come to us from a great distance. 
We welcome them most cordiaHy. Others have been with us be- 
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fore, and our welcome to them is no less cordial. I earnestly and 
eagerly await with you the good things which are in store for us 
later in the evening; but I know you want to hear from me first 
something about the order, how it is getting along, and I can tell 
you in a very few words. We are steadily and surely forging to 
the front; there is a healthy gain both in numbers and in financial 
condition throughout the country. It is the same story all along 
the line. I thank you for it, and, unless something unforeseen hap- 
pens between now and next September, I shall be able to turn over 
to my successor both a larger membership and a larger amount of 
money than I have received from my predecessor. (Applause.) I 
believe, my Brothers, and T have seen during all these years in 
which I have been a member of the Sons of Veterans, that there 
is a place in this country for just such an organization as this 1s. 
It seems to me that we have, as w said by the toastmaster, a 
mission to perform. We remember that, only one week ago to- 
night, there floated in the harbor of Havana, almost at home and 
yet ina foreign land or on foreign waters, that ship, (the Maine,) 
which represented the dignity and sovereignty of this nation, and I 
velieve that in her battered and warped hulk, sunken though she is, 
syith the flag of the country still waving from her masthead, she 
still represents the sovereignty and the dignity of this country only 
in a higher and truer sense; (Loud applause) and that people who 
think otherwise think so to their destruction. Calmly, dispassion- 
ately if you please, the great American people are awaiting the 
bru shing away of the doubt and mystery; but when once it appears 
that there has been treachery toward the American flag, who 
goubts that our vengeance will be swift and terrible? And I say 
it, not boastfully, my Brothers, but I say it after years of close com- 
panionship with many in this order, that, should occasion come, 
there would go forth no more patriotic or valiant body of young 
men than would march out of the camp rooms of the Sons of Vet- 
syans; (Applause and Cheers) and we would go, my Brothers, not 
wholly unprepared either. There has been, during all these years, 
a good degree of instruction in the art military; there has been a 
gocd degree of custom to obedience of orders, but, above all that, 
we have | Dehind us the traditions of the past, 1°I believe that 
‘leep dowd iv the breast of Cyery meniber of ‘this order, there! is 4 
willingness, if need be, to lay down, his life for, the flag ‘which our 
fathers Kept in the sky. ~~ aa 

“But not only this, we have still another mission to perform, and 
one which I believe we have to a good degree faithfully performed 
jn the years past. I refer to the work to which we haye given our- 
selves, that of seeing that the veteran soldier of the’Grand “Army of © 
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the Republic is appreciated while yet he is alive. (Applause.) We 
all know that there is not wanting in this day and generation, the 
most unwarranted attack upon the veteran soldier. Siame, I say, 
upon every traducer of the patriotism of men who were patriots in 
the face of shot and shell, who, not so many years ago that it need 
be forgotten even by the most careless and the most thoughtless, 
(to turn a recent cartoon which I saw in one of our so called bright 
papers upside down, as the author of it certainly ought to be 
turned (Laughter), literally carried Uncle Sam = around on 
their backs, instead of Uncle Sam carrying them around on his 
back, and it was not a light load either (I think Commander Bart- 
lett will bear me out in saying), with knapsack, if they had one, 
haversack and canteen (not always heavy, because too often empty), 
blanket and overcoat, if they had not worn them out, and the am- 
munition, sixty rounds, and perhaps a hundred rounds, but above all 
the rifle with which to defend, as they did defend, the honor and 
dignity of this nation and the perpetuity of its free institutions. 
(Applause.) I say to you, members of the Grand Army of the 
Republic who are present, fathers and comrades of the young men 
who in well nigh every State in this Union are banded together to 
see that the memory of your services is kept green, you will find 
us arrayed in solid phalanx against any attempt either to belittle 
what you did or to read out of the history of this country that 
which should never’ be forgotten. 

“Now it seems to me that we can well say, as an organization, 
that we have through all these years been privileged to receive les- 
sons of patriotism from the veteran soldier, and from meeting to- 
gether in our camp rooms, which have been pretty valuable to us. 
| recall to have heard a distinguished officer of the United States re- 
mark, a volunteer soldier in the war of the rebellion, that his first 
incentive to duty and to service in his country’s cause was re- 
ceived in this very hall from the lips of men who had served her 
faithfully in those earlier struggles; and so it seems to me that not 
only from this place, but from the thousand post rooms and camp 
rooms throughout. the country, there has gone forth and is still go- 
ing forth an influence which, received by us, will be transmitted to 
future generations, teaching us and them the path of duty. so that 
should occasion call, we would go forth gladly in defence of that 
nation founded in wisdom, preserved through heroic sacrifice, and 
i is.” (Ap- 
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the new Department Commander of the Grand Army, William H, 
Bartlett, of Worcester.” (Applause.) 

Department Commander Bartlett spoke as follows: 

“Mr. Toastmaster and members of the Sons of Veterans: I thank 
you for this very cordial greeting. I can assure you that it gives 
me great pleasure to look into the faces of so many ioyai members 
of an organization which has my highest respect. I am very glad 
to learn that your convention so far has been harmonious, and that, 
in that respect, you have followed the example of the Grand Army 
of the Republic. (Applause and laughter.) 

“When our Commander in Chief, General Gobin, was here, and 
was asked what he thought of the situation in Massachusetts, he 
said it reminded him of an incident which occurred during Sher- 
man’s March to the Sea. You know in Sherman’s army there were 
many western troops who had never seen the ocean and who had 
little conception of those movements of the ocean which we call the 
tides. It so happened that when they reached the sea-coast, a 
sergeant of a western regiment placed his sentry near low AVE MGS 
mark on the beach near the mouth of one of those creeks which 
flow into the Atlantic from that region, and when he returned Laie 
hours later he found, to his great astonishment, the sentry pacing 
up and down with the water up to his knees, and shouted to him, 
‘What are you doing out there in all that water?” Back came the 
response, ‘I don’t know; must have been a blamed big rise some- 
where on the creek.’ (Laughter.) Well, what some thought was 
a big rise up the creek, others thought was the incoming tide of 
the morning. Whichever it was, it caught me upon its bosom and 
pore me tenderly to the shore; and so I have the distinguished 
honor, the exalted honor, (and no one who does not consider it 
such would be worthy to occupy this position standing here to- 
night) to represent that glorious organization and to bring to you 
its congratulations, and my own congratulations, and my personal 
welcome to the distinguished guests who sit at your board tonight. 

“This is certainly a very interesting occasion, both on account of 
its time and place. No one could stand on this rostrum which has 
echoed and re-echoed to the voices of American orators for at least 
four generations, without being moved and thrilled by the intensity 
of the associations which crowd around him. I would that the 
walls of this building were of granite, that its roof were of iron, 
as enduring as the souls of the men who have spoken and acted 
here, and that around the hall their'marble forms might look down 
upon uncounted generations of American freemen, This is indeed 
the ‘Cradle of Liberty,’ for from this spot went out those influences 
which have given to us the chief features of our free institutions, 
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universal representation, the blessing of full discussion and the doe- 
trine that all questions shall be settled by majorities. Our recent 
campaign in the G. A. R., it seems to me, might be taken by you 
and by the political parties indeed as a model. The three stages of 
that campaign were appropriate to any public question which 
might arise: First, let us have agitation, Some s: “Keep still; 
keep these matters out of sight; do not breed dissension’; but any 
question that is worth thinking about and worthy the attention of 
Americans, is worthy of agitation. Then free discussion, for that 
is one of the principles left us by our fathers who nave spoken in 
this hall, free discussion necessary to the elucidation of truth. 
Then the ballot, and then a disposition to abide loyally by the bal- 
lot. Those were the three steps in that campaign in the G. A, R. 
and it would have done your souls good, at the banquet here about 
a week since, to see the old comrades come up and congratulate the 
Commander and say to him, ‘I voted against you, and worked 
against you, but now that you are our Commander, I shall be Joyal 
as‘ever to the Grand Army of the Republic.’ (Applause.) 

“Now the time for this occasion is equally auspicious, the eye of 
the birthday of the Father of his Country, of him who was ‘First 
in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen. 
What a fitting time to gather lessons from the wonderful life of 
that illustrious man. 

“The social features of your organization are inceed ample and 
deserve encouragement, but I would not have them overshadow 
other features which are even more important. | do not think that 
your organization would lose prestige if a proper proportion of the 
time of your meetings was devoted to the study of the lives and 
works of the great men whom God has given to our nation, I 
would that, on every recurring Washington's birthday, the im- 
mortal Farewell Address of Washington might be read, studied and 
commented upon; likewise the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution of the United States. You know of the boy who once 
asked what the Constitution of the United States was. He said that 
it was a part of the history that was on the last few pages whieh 
nobody ever looked at. We do not give proper consideration, I 
think, to some of those great state papers which we might study 
with great advantage to ourselves and to our fellow citizens, such 
as the Farewell Address of Washington (and no archives of any 
nation contain another document which contains so much patriot- 
ism and so much political wisdom.) No man saw, with clearer 
vision than Washington, the evils which would beset the republic; 
no man saw the danger of foreign alliances and entanglements and 
the various other evils which might befall us, and no man set a 
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higher value on the publie credit, on education, on neutrality, on 
the necessity of commercial intercourse with foreign nations, and on 
proper military defences and military organization. But the chief, 
the transcendent topie of Washington's Farewell Address was 
union. ‘The union,’ said he, the main pillar oz your indepen- 
dence, of your peace, of your safety, your ‘prosperity and all that 
which you so highly prize.” These were the sentiments of Wash- 
ington, and these were the sentiments that thundered from the 
guns of your fathers from 1861 to 1865. The South disregarded the 
maxims of Washington, and brought the country to the verge of 
peril, of destruction and ruin, I say, study the Farewell Address 
of Washington and study his character. Bancroft tells us, in his 
history, that Washington was the most intellectual of Americans. 
We must fully believe that, but we believe that Washington was the 
best balanced public man who ever occupied any official position in 
this country, that he was better fitted for the serious duties both or 
peace and war than any other man. In one respect, I think the 
character of Washington was unique—Washington was the first 
great military chieftain who developed military capacity, but did 
not exhibit the military spirit That is the great problem of our 
republic, how to develop military capacity without developing the 
military spirit which has been the ruin of so many nations. That, 
] take it, is one of the purposes of your organization, or I trust it 
is. That which Washington showed in his own person, military 
capacity without the military spirit, was illustrated also by your 
fathers from 1861 to 186: In the uniform of the union soldier was 
always to be found the citizen. There were no traces, in our army, 
of a purely military spirit such as has made tyrants of those who 
have exhibited that spirit in foreign powers. Our soldiers rose 
above the strict demands of duty, and they showed, jin the hour of 
taeir country’s need, that they were ready to ascend to a higher 
patriotism than is simply shown by military men; and, at the 
close of the struggle, it was even a more inspiring spectacle, in a 
certain sense, to know that a million men could so readily disband 
and enter into the peaceful occupations of citizenship. It was pre- 
dicted, you know, by foreign emissaries, that that could not oc- 
cur, that we should have to find occupations for that million men. 
Not so. 

“Now I leave with you these words (and perhaps to the single 
gentlemen here I may speak in an advisory tone): I say study the 
nistory of your country, study the lives of the great men who have 
helped to make our country great, and then we may hope that, in 
any emergency which confronts us, you will be found true to your 
country and to your flag; and if war should ever come (which may 
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God in His infinite merey forbid), the contest will be fought by the 
sons of sires who conquered their foes, with arms of strength and 
souls to dare that are quickened for the right. So may we, the 
soldiers of the union who must so soon, in the course of nature, 
pitch our tents on the other side, go hence with a conviction that 
the heritage which we preserved and have transmitted to you will be 
preserved by you, and that in future years when our country from 
ocean to ocean and from the lakes shall be dotted with the happy 
homes of a hundred millions of American freemen, they shall still 
have one flag, one country and one destiny.’"’ (Applause.) 

“Be Home Early Tonight, My Dear Boy” was the title of a song 
sung at this juncture by Brother Smith and associate of Camp 75, 
Dedham, which captivated the Brothers. 

Adjutant General Bolton next introduced Rey. A. A. Berle, of Bos- 
ton, to respond to this sentiment, ‘The Lessons of Loyalty. A 
country that has good loyal citizens has the best homes, the best 
liberties and the best government.” Mr. Berle, having been re- 
ferred to as the “Little Giant of Patriotism,” spoke as follows: 

“Mr. Toastmaster, Division Commander, and Veterans: I am im. 
pressed this evening, as I stand here, with one of Lord Bacon's 
favorite maxims, that ‘A man who is young in years may be old in 
hours, if he has Jost no time.’ What brings that particular maxim 
to my mind at this particular point is that I could not help obsery- 
ing in Senator Roe’s very interesting address, an allusion to what is 
evidently a very striking and illuminating and somewhat blunder- 
some feature of your remarkable gathering in Worcester, namely, 
the ravages of that portion of the convention which was out early 
in the morning. (Laughter.) Evidently that made a great impres- 
sion upon the managers of this particular convention, for when the 
Adjutant General introduced the sweet voiced singers to us this 
evening, they were very careful to remind you all to ‘Be Home 
Early To-Night, My Boys.’ (Laughter.) Now, only a head which 
was exceedingly wise, and a judgment which was exceedingly astute, 
could have remembered, from one year to the next, that occurrence, 
and provided for it so happily and melodiously as it has been pro- 
vided for tonight. (Laughter.) 

“I am glad exceedingly to be here, my friends, tonigat. I want 
to say to you that I have been in a much humbler place tonight 
than I used to be, for I am not merely eligible to membership in 
this order, but, if I must say it to you, I was once in ita great 
many years ago. There was issued to me the first Colonel’s com- 
mission (provisional), I think,) that was issued in the State of Mis- 
souri from which I came. It was so provisional that, just about the 
time that I had actually purchased the shoulder straps that went 
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with the commission, | received notice that some other fellow was 
actually in command of the division. (Laughter.) But at all 
events, I was once in it, put whether in it or not, I have always 
shared essentially in the broad, great outlook which such an organi- 
zation as this might be supposed to command. I have been greatly 
interested in all that has been said here to-night. I have stood 
on the spot where I stand to-night a great many times. IT was 
thinking, as I sat here, how many different causes it had been my 
privilege to advocate from this platform, how many times I had been 
privileged to share in the splendid historic associations of this hall, 
and to feel in my own heart the thrill which always comes to any 
rational, well organized, well developed man when he contemplates 
his country’s history and his country’s institutions in their proper 
order. I think I may modestly say that I could, if I would this 
evening, call out a great many enthusiastic demonstrations from 
your hands and from your feet. Let me say to you that I am pecu- 
liariy happy in being able to speak to you, for whenever I come to 
these organizations, after I have delivered myself of a very earnest, 
thorough going and, from my point of view, patriotic effort, some 
individual always rises and at some stage of the proceedings tells 
me that 1am a very young man, and that I do not know very much. 
Now [am reasonably certain that most of you are unable to respond 
to what I am about to say. 1 do not care tonight, fellows, for the 
demonstration cf your hands or your feet; I do not care for the 
noise you are able to make with your throats. I would like for 
the few minutes that I speak to you to-night to say what my high 
minded and beloved friend Governor Greenhalge used to say i 
me, ‘I should like the applause of your conscience and your brain’ 
for one minute this evening. 

“phe derivation of the word loyalty springs from the word ‘law,’ 
and the ultimate source of any country’s greatness and endurance 
lies in the maintenance of authority and law, and does not lie in an 
enormous, exuberant and abounding enthusiasm. Many a man 
started out in response to the call in 1861 and shouted all the way 
to the frontier, but found out that, after all, the great. campaign for 
the integrity of the union was not a matter of shouting, but a mat- 
ter of grape and canister and mud marches, Libby Prison, Anderson- 
ville, the long, patient sieges, the enormecus offering up ef human 
jife at Petersburg and the Wilderness, and the long, ions negotia- 
tions that led us out of that terrible confict into the beginning of a 
new confict net “ended. Mow the essential thing about all that 
was not the criiusiacm of the voice or the noisy demonstration of 
ihe hand. You remember when a lot of radicals were going up to 
the White House and saying he ought to have done go and go, how 
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Mr. Lincoin referred to a famous tight rope walker. ‘Gentlemen,’ 
said the President, ‘when the tight reper walker walks across 
Niagara on a tight rope, the mob does not stand on either side yell- 
ing at the top of its voice; it holds its breath and gives him a 
chance to use all the brain that he has in order that he may balance 
himself and cross over in safety.’ Now mark you, I speak taat at 
this time because we have just passed through, in m3 
cf the most splendid demonstrations of genuine lo, 
seen in my lifetime in this country. 
splendid, magnifi 


judgment, one 
ulty that I have 
The other day, we sent a 
vent battleship into Havana. Anybody who saw 
the ‘Maine’ when she was lying here in Boston Harbor, and walked 
over that marvelously organized piece of mechanism, and saw how 
the genius, strength, power and inventiveness of the nzaeteenth cen- 
tury had gone into that wonderful ship, must. have felt a thrill of 
humiliation when, in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye, the 
flower of nineteenth century science and skill was made a helpless, 
Nopeless wreck in the black waters of Havana harbor. Not only 
so, but in the midst of a time when two nations were standing over 
against each other, when a fierce and violent and turbulent party in 
our own country was using every endeavor that could be made, by 
fair means and foul means, to embroil us in a foreign war, that mas- 
terful, splendid man who sits in the White House to-night, followed 
in the footsteps of the great exemplar of our great civil war, and, 
while jingoes were shouting, while turbulent men who had not got 
the humanitarian, christianized, patriotic sentiment that should go 
into the twentieth century for civilization and power and the reign 
of authority and reason and law, while they were shouting, he was 
silent and held his peace. (Great applause.) That was loyalty. 
No man in this country could have shown any better illustration of 
loyalty to his native land than to have followed the example of 
William McKinley when the news came of the destruction of the 
‘Maine’ in Havana harbor. (Applause.) That, in my judgment, 


as we come to the close of this century, is the supreme lesson of 
loyalty. 


“I was greatly interested in the words which the Department 
Commander of Massachusetts G A..R. brought to, you. «1 am very 


sure that_any man who studies the history of-our own institutions 
and catches the spi it of a. genuine patriot 


Jacd a geunine loyalty 
will learn, first ef ail, that ho hold bis reason and his judgment un- 
der authority until he knows the-precise state of the. facts with 
which he is dealing. - Loyalty is law in life. ‘Peace has her vic- 
tories no less renowned than awar.’. 

“Gentlemen, Jet.me say to yeu, (E say it in the presence of some 
of these battle-scarred men, I have no hesitancy in saying it in their 
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presence,) that in the obligations which you and I will have to meet, 
lized sentiment of the new century, 
and when we shall see the expanding strength of this nation, a hun- 
dred million people, and see the reorganization of the national life 
of the several continents take place before our very eyes, in the 
dominance of reason, in the triumph of law, we shall see the pro- 
foundest illustrations of a genuine loyalty to our native land. 

“The other day, there was a distinguished overseer of Harvard 
College, from Baltimore, in this city, who ventured to come from 
Maryland to Massachusetts and to claim here in Boston the doctrine 
that, in default of government, lynching might be justifiable. When 
a man so distinguished, so eminent in his calling, so highly ne: 
spected and holding so important a place in the greatest ie 2 
of this country takes it upon himself here in Boston to dereaen) = 
ing in the south, we stand facing, at the end of this eee ibe 
profounder problem than facing a hostile army on theres ee 2 
(Applause. ) Let me sketch for a moment to you W ee he na 
alty of your time will lie. The other day, there assem) led in ee 
state of Pennsylvania a large body of representative ees 
what? For the purpose of endeavoring to eonwings eo s e 
of Pennsylvania that one single solitary man did not own it. = 
New York at this moment there is a similar movement in Be rae 
for what?, The endeavor to convince the state of New York ae 
one single individual does not own its legislature ney, pares 
have settled, in the recent election in New York City, t eee 
man does own the greatest city on the uta a 4 a 
(Laughier.) Now T say, when your Quays and Os oe 
there are others that [ might name) control things beg his eee 
what is the name of freeman worth when it is eae like ae ie 
What is it worth to have the title of a constitution waen ats me 
sential principles are nullified? What is the use of a oa 
polls to yote when the machine counts you out? ee is cele 
of pretending that you take part in the government of the ts a 
when a syndicate fixes it up to order? (Applause.) Now, de 
judgment, you can exhibit loyalty in no profounder or i 
rational way than to prove that we shall not have in this country 

‘ault of government. } j 
ee ging, I want simply to put into your thought this one Sa 
pression, and allow every man to-think about it and think about 3 
often, whether we are to go through the motions of free Sees 
while its spirit has actually fled. I call you toa larger and a ee 
service, one infinitely more keen in the splendor of irs outlook 
in the majesty of the victory to be won, in the calibre of the man- 


hood required for it, in the endurance which it demands of him who 
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engages in it, that with unflinching courage and with a masterful 
determination he will stand by it to the end, and that he will make 
nominal free government actual free government in the sight of the 
whole world. To that profound duty, to that splendid sacrifice, 
you and I are called. 

““As I close, I have simply to bring to you an illustration. Some 
of you have read Edgar Allan Poe’s amazing story of an artist who 
nad married a beautiful young girl, and in admiring the marvelous 
face and figure, it occurred to him that the triumphant achievement 
of his own life would be secured if he could convey it to canvass; 
so day by day he watched and painted while she sat patiently before 
him. Every glance of the splendid eye, every flush of the delicate 
cheek, every line of the magnificent contour and bow of the head, 
every lineament gone right out into his own nature, snatched from 
the living being and penciled on the canv: , till the day came and 
it was done. The same eyes, there they were; the same cheeks, 
there they were; but, when he lifted his eyes, he had taken the 
glance from those living eyes, he had stolen the delicate coloring 
from those cheeks; it was on the canvass, but the living being was 
crumbling, dead, in the dust. In a similar way, without a similar 
result, let every man take every splendid lineament of every 
splendid scene, every inspiration from every splendid character, and 
let them be wrought into his own being, until out of his own life 
shaJl shine in all its imperial majesty, the great new composite 
American, the man of law, the man of honor and the man of sacri- 
lice.” (Applause.) 

Toastmaster Bolton next introduced Past Commander-in-Chief 
Barton S. Weeks, of New York, to respond to the following senti- 
ment: “Our Heritage; what the fathers have established, the sons 
will preserve.” Col. Weeks said: 

“Brothers and Comrades: I hardly know whether it is safe for 
anyone who comes from New York to say anything just at present. 
(Laughter.) I propose to digress just for a moment from the 
special subject assigned to me, to call the attention of my good 
friend who has just preceded me to the wisdom of putting into 
practice the proverbial maxim that he called to your attention, and 
to say to him that if he desires to preserve perennial youth, he 
must not put off too long joining the Sons of Veterans. (Laughter 
and-applause.) Bear in mind all those great lessons of loyalty that 
we are to learn from the lives of grcat men and the histories of 
great events; but we must not lose sight of one of the lessons of 
loyalty upon which this country is founded and upon which the 
stability of its government depends, and that is submission to the 
‘will of the majority as declared at the ballot box. (Applausv.) And if 
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the people elect our legislators, it is the part of loyalty to stand by 
the will of the people as so expressed. If we do not like it, let us 
right it at the next election; but we do not have anything to do 
with politics here. We are here to show our devotion to the cause 
for which our fathers suffered, bled and died. 

“Tam proud to be here tonight in this hall, so rich with glorious 
ymemories. I am ashamed to say that this is the first time I have 
ever felt the ennobling surroundings of this Cradle of Liberty, but I 
feel that, coming here tonight, my soul is better and my life, I hope, 
will be nobler, because I have stood in the atmosphere of our 
fathers; and I have had to come to the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts to get it. (Applause.) We are all proud of our heritage; 
it means to us much, because it means to use the history of our 
country. We realize probably better than any one else, that the 
spirit of patriotism, the sense of loyalty, the love of country that we 
learn in the Sons of Veterans, are the very best elements of good 
citizenship. We realize that those noble deeds that we are banded 
iogether to commemorate are the great events in the history of this 
the greatest nation of the world. We realize that the memory of 
those who have gone before is necessary for the preservation of 
this country, and in our camps and at our own altars we are 
panded together to preserve those memories inviolate, (Applause.) 
We are indeed, just at this time, at the close of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, at a point in the history of this country when we need all the 
loyalty, all the good citizenship, all the high aspiration that can 
possibly be gathered together; we need to feel that the dead are not 
dead, because they live with us and to our advantage. We need to 
gather together all our strength to make this great country hold its 
position among the nations that our fathers fought to establish. I 
am reminded here of a few lines of a poet well known to most of 
you, which I think are appropriate just at this time when we are 
just about stepping into the twentieth century. He said: 


““Q Thou who wast through centuries long 
In peace secure, in justice strong, 

Around our gift of freedom draw 

The safeguards of Thy mighty law; 

And, cast in a diviner mould, 

Let the new cycle shame the old.’ 

“go should we gather together in this bond of friendship, charity 
and loyalty, determined that, by our efforts and in our lives, we will 
make for this great country in the cycle to come, a record honorable 
and noble such as our fathers would have us make in memory of 


them. 
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“<The fathers sleep, yet men remain 
As wise, as true, as brave as they: 
Why count the loss, and not the gain? 
The best is what we have to do. 
O land of lands, to thee we give 
Our prayers, our hopes, our all in all; 
For thee thy sons shall nobly live, 
And after living, for thee shall die.’ ” 
(Applause.) 


The next toast proposed was “Our Flag. The emblem of our 
Liberty.” Division Adjutant, Rey. George N. Howard received a 
very cordial greeting as he rose to respond in the following words; 


“Our flag, the emblem of liber 
“Our flag, for friends a starry sky. 
“For traitors, storm in every fold. 
“Our flag stands for every element of liberty. patriotism and cour- 
age know to the world. 
“It is the symbol of all we are, of all we hope to be. 
“It is the emblem of equality, American citizenship, our free in- 
stitutions, and our glorious privileges, where the ballot box is the 
nation’s ark of the covenant, over which its folds are the cherubim 
wings. 
“Our flag means protection to every citizen, native or naturalized, 
at home or abroad, on land or on sea. 
“An eradication of race and blood distinctions. * 
“A remedy and redress for every wrong committed and a guaran- 
tee that justice shall be enacted. 
“It stands for the honor and dignity and power of the grandest 
nation the feet of man ever trod. 
“Not rock-ribbed and ice-bound by caste and oppression and 
tyranny, but softened and mellowed by the winds which blow over 
the bloody battlefields where fell earth's greatest heroes while fight- 
ing for the triumph and supremacy of heaven's eternal principles. 
(Applause.) 
“Wherever it is seen waving, there a world’s democracy is fight- 
ing against a world's aristocracy. 
“The new and the better against the effete and that which is 
worse. 
“IT see our flag as it was fresh given to the air in the Revolution’s 
darkest days, marking a magnificent advance beyond the incoherent 
articles of confederation, up to a Constitution the most perfect a 
world had ever seen. Three-quarters of a century pass. Our 


history as a nation is problematical. It became thrilling, momen- 
tous, portentous. 

“Span the four years’ chasm. Visit with me the Southern battlefields 
where they fell, where liberty arose; where but a few years since the 
din of battle was heard, where to-day peace broods, where the shackles 
were stricken from the limbs and souls of four millions of the race, 
and see! The smoke of battle has cleared away. But behold! the old 
flag still flies, the stars are all there, the stains have disappeared. 
(Applause.) 

“Lee has surrendered, Jefferson Davis has fled, Appomattox is the 
last scene enacted in the greatest drama ever presented to a world. 
The gates of Libby Prison are unhinged, the battered, battle-scarred, 
brave boys in blue have come marching home. Every heroic deed 
done in that war has been transformed into a precious memory. 
Every relic of that war made sacred. Every life sacrificed, en- 
shrined in loyal hearts, and the stars and bars have become a thing. 
the stars and stripes, ‘Old Glory.’ (Applause.) 

“Ours is one country, North and South, with but one flag. 

“This afternoon I had the pleasure of spending a half hour with 
the Secretary of State in his office. I went up there in order that 
Secretary Olin might show me, if he could, a certain battle flag, a 
certain flag staff, and I received from his lips that which is authentic 
and which I shall give you to-night in closing. On the 13th of De- 
cember, 1862, the Twenty--first Massachusetts Regiment found itself 
before Fredericksburg. They were up on Murray Heights. The 
color bearer, who was the requisite number of paces in advance of 
the line fell, and as he fell the Stars and Stripes fell, but when they 
touched the ground, Plunkett sprang forward, seized them, took the 
place of the color bearer, kept step and marched forward toward the 
preastworks, behind which the enemy was strongly entrenched. 
The regiment was ordered to halt; Plunkett heard not the order, 
put still he advanced, until very near the line, when, looking around, 
he saw that his regiment was quite a distance in the rear. What 
to do he did not know. He'spied a hole, out of which had been 
rolled a stone or stump, and into that hole he went, but he held the 
Stars and Stripes aloft with his right arm. A bullet struck his arm 
just above the elbow, broke it and shattered it. He seized the en- 
sign of his country by his left arm, and that was struck by a pullet 
above the elbow, shattered and torn. Both arms were bleeding and 
helpless; but to save the Stars and Stripes that noble man put the 
two stumps of his arms about the staff of the Stars and Stripes, 
started back for the regiment and reached it in safety, only to fall 
headlong upon the Ste and Stripes and pour out his biood upon it; 
and the stains are still upon the old battleflag up yonder in the 
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Slate House. (Loud applause.) Such heroism, such patriotism, 
such loyalty had our fathers. 

“Lying to-night in the murky, swirling waters of yonder harbor 
of Havana, is the sunken, broken, shattered hulk of the battleship 
Maine, but flying from her masthead still are the Stars and Stripes; 
and I want to say this, boys, as 1 look out into the future, as I see 
our destiny inwrought in the very thought and heart of God Him- 
self, who fought for us in the days of our extremity, that when the 
old Ship of State goes down in the swirling, murky waters of eter- 
nity, flying from the masthead of the grandest nation on the face 
of the globe, upon which the smile of God ever rested, will be Old 
Glory still.” (Applause.) 


’Tis only a piece of ragged silk, 

Soiled and disfigured by many a stain, 
Tied to a broken staff with a cord 

That is frayed and faded by sun and rain; 
And yet what a thrilling tale it tells 

Of the days gone by when in awful strife 
Of carnage and death it rose and fell 

O’er dying and dead, like a thing of life. 


Unfurl it. with care; the tattered web 

To the staff so shattered will scarcely hold; 
See! Its fringe is dim and tarnished now, 

That once glistened and shone like burnished gold. 
How faded and dull its colors are, 

And yet they were bright as a rainbow fair, 
When it floated out mid shot and shell, 

Or at evening drooped in the quiet air. 


This rent was mede by a bursting shell, 

How its edges are charred and burned away, 
By scorching heat from the powder flash; 

Did he fall who carried the flag that day? 
This longer scar on the splintered staff 

Is the mark of a glancing sabre stroke, 
Did it drink the life of him who held 

High aloft the flag ’mid the flame and smoke. 


These lesser rents mark the grape-shots path. 
Or the way where the hissing missil sped, 

As through its shimmering folds they flew, 
When the battle raged or the charge it led. 
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And these were made by the briars and thorns 
In the woods and fields, and the tangled vines, 
As through them all it was forward borne 
On the foes’ retreating and sullen lines. 


These stains were made by the dust and dew, 

By the mire of swamps and the falling rain, 
When hurried on in the sore defeat, 

. Or when to the front it was borne again. 
And here, right here, is a darker stain 

That was made when the life blood ebbed away 
From gaping wounds in the breast of him 

Who died ‘neath the folds of the flag that day. 


We shrink from its cruel bloody stains, 

Its faded colors and its rents and scars, 
Gained upon many a bloody field, 

Neath the burning sun or the silent stars. 
Then furl it around its broken staff 

With a tender thought for its bearers gone. 
Tie it again with its faded cord, 

A silent witness of victories won. 


Piant it a little below ‘the cross, 

Where the Saviour died for you and for me. 
For under its rent and tattered folds 

Brave men have died to make other men free. 
No longer a piece of ragged silk, 

Soiled and disfigured by many a stain, 
But priceless treasure sacred made 

By the blood of heroes beneath it slain. 


Adjutant-General Bolton offered as the last sentiment, “Our Sis- 
ier Divisions,” the response being made hy Judge Advocate Edward 
J. Gould, as follow: 

“Mr. Toastmaster and Brethren of the Massachusetts Division: 
Early this morning I left a state that has water in its constitutional 
law, and I find to-night that I have landed in a state that has 
water in its city’s. streets. (Laughter). I do not propose at this 
late hour, notwithstanding the imperious summons that the ex- 
cellert gentlemaa delivered to me ‘this eveniug 10 address you, to 
detain you. I haven't any disposition to emulate the example of 
the old fellow who had been tiring his audience for two hours and S 
half; until the very seats were ready to cry out, and when he couldn't 
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think of anything else to say, he shouted out | am talking to pos- 
terity’; and an old fellow in the back of the house got up and said, 
‘If you don't stop soon, they will be here.’ Laughter). But, gentle- 
men, I am glad to meet with you in this historic place and to gaze 
into the countenances of men who represent the blood and the 
sinew and the flower of the old Bay State. (Applause). I come 
from a state of great patriotic men, and | find myself in the pres- 
ence of men of equal patriotism and of greater glory. I come also 
with my brethren from these various divisions to extend honor 
and greeting to our grand Commander-in-Chief, Charles K. Darling. 
(Applause, and © of ‘Good'). We honor him, not simply because 
he is the chief executive of a great patriotic organization, but we 
aonor him for the magnificent traits of character that mark him 
as a true and loyal man. In extending honor to our present chief, 
we know we are honoring a man who is worthy. 

“Now, gentlemen, in the magnificent sentiments to which I have 
listened with so much pleasure, I have not heard an iilusion to the 
great patriotic dead. Beneath the sod to-night, in that south land, 
sleep the bodies of many of our brave Boys in Blue. God bless their 
memories. May the festivities of this hour be not so joyous but 
what we can extend to them the honor and the credit that is their 
due. I can best express our gratitude in these lines of Robert 
urns: 


“~The bridegroom may forget the bride 
Was made his wedded wife yestreen, 
The monarch may forget the crown 
That on his head an hour has been, 

The mother may forget the child 
That smiles sae sweetly on her knee, 
But I'll remember thee, Glencairn, 
And a’ that thou hast done for me.’ 


“At the request of our Adjutant-General, I will read to you these 
beautiful sentiments from our Chaplain-in-Chief, Harry Lawrence 
Veazey :— 


THE PLEDGE OF THE VETHRANS' SONS. 


O nation preserved by Infinite Grace. 
And courage of yalorous sons; 

We mect in honor of thee and thy race, 
Who sturdily stood by their guns. 


© natian whose altar of write 
V'haie the tics of liverty flame, 

To hold thy bright stars in loyalty’s bands * 
We pledge thee in God’s'sacred name. - 


Thy life and thy honor will ever defend | 
Thy. message of freedom proclaim, 
- From mastheads thy banner of glory suspend. 
And cherish forever thy fanie. -(Applause).- - 
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